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Matthew Pontius
Obtain a zone variance for a tattoo artist to occupy a suite within the walls of MY SALON Suite, within 500’ of a church and school. 

Matthew Pontius
752.02 LIMITATIONS ON LOCATION

Matthew Pontius
To have such use for a tattoo establishment within 500’ of a church and school 
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440-490-6000
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Matthew Pontius
We’re within 500’ of a church and school

Matthew Pontius
Yes, MY SALON Suite will benefit from having another tennant to occupy one of it’s rooms and collect rent. The fine line tattoo artist will also benefit from revenue gained from her clients.

Matthew Pontius
The code says we need to be further than 500’ from church and school to host tattoo services. MY SALON Suite is about 200’ from the church and 250’ from the school. Both have given permission for the service to be present. 

Matthew Pontius
Character of nearby businesses will not be altered. Fine line tattooing has become popular over the last few years, especially for females of all classes and race due to their small and dainty nature. The artist seeking a suite to operate her business would have an interior suite that can’t be seen from the exterior of the building so there would be no aesthetic change to the location. Providing the variance would bring new clients to the area to bring awareness to surrounding businesses. 



Matthew Pontius
There would be no affect on governmental services. The artist is fully certified in all required by the state of Ohio including First aid, Blood Pathogen Prevention, and is ready to obtain approval from the Board of Health if approval is granted.

Matthew Pontius
I learned of the zoning limitations after I opened the salon in July of 2023.

Matthew Pontius
There are no special conditions in place. 

Matthew Pontius
There are no other methods to gain the variance. 

Matthew Pontius
It would provide a driven and well educated entrepenur the oportunity to bring a trendy service to the area, bringing more commerce to the area for other business owners. 

Matthew Pontius
I’m not aware of how granting the variance would give any special privilege to us, that’s denied by the regulation to other buildings in our district. We’re a multi-use facility with a variety of services offered. 

Matthew Pontius
If there was another business in our district wanting to offer tattoo service outside of 500’ of the location limitations they could. 



Matthew Pontius
Granting a variance for fine line tattoo to operate in our salon will not affect adjacent property owners. This is a specialized form of tattooing that is in demand. There are no competitors nearby and if anything, more commerce will be brought to nearby property owners. 

Matthew Pontius
There will also be no material adverse effect on the public health or safety of the city due to the many safety precautions in place in order to operate and run a tattoo establishment. The artist is trained and certified by all required by Ohio. 
The artist has received proper training and has records of course completion as well as a First Aid and Bloodborne Pathogen Prevention certification. The establishment and artist will remain compliant with the Health Department by obtaining yearly approval from the Board of Health and adhering to any and all inspections. 



Matthew Pontius
The variance request in the General Business District is stemmed from the desire to have a fine line tattoo artist lease space within the walls of MY SALON Suite, a space in the Beachcliff Market Square that leases individual rooms to various beauty professionals that specialize in hair, skin, etc. According to 752.02 LIMITS ON LOCATION, the location for a tattoo and body piercing establishment shall be restricted by seperation and spacing of more than 500’ from school and church. We’re within 500’ of the Goddard School to the North and Rocky River United Methodist Church to the Southwest.



Matthew Pontius
Tattooing is already allowed in the General Business District of Rocky River. The variance will only shorten the 500’ range from a church and school. I have permission from both the school and church to host a tattoo business within the salon.

Matthew Pontius
By providing the variance, the applicant will be able to fill one of many suites still vacant, and needing leased for me to run a successful business. The girl wishing to operate her fine line tattoo business will also enjoy the fruits of her labor, in an excellent part of town, bringing a trending service to the area.

Matthew Pontius
Not applicable

Matthew Pontius
If the hardship is not created, two groups will be affected. I, the owner of the salon will not be able to lease one of vacant suites. Then a certified entrepreneur that’s driven to create a niche with her own fine line tattoo business within our walls will not be able to operate. 


