[bookmark: _GoBack]To: Rocky River Planning Commission
From: Larry & Colleen DiMatteo
Date: November 16, 2022

Dear Commission Members:

Astor Place Residents

We live at 9 Astor Place in a unit facing onto the proposed Office Building at 19333 Lake Road. We attended the November 15, 2022 meeting, along with our neighbor, Jim Purdy. Unfortunately, the matter was tabled, and we were not able to talk. Our concerns involve privacy issues related to the conversion of what is now a ‘dead’ parking area to an office building with a more active parking lot. 

Fencing on Rear Property Line

In the original plan we were told that the developer envisioned placing a privacy fence along the property line with the Astor Place Development. In canvasing, as owners at Astor Place, we respectfully request that the fence be re-inserted into the development scheme.

Developer’s Architect

Following the November 15th meeting, we engaged representatives of the developer about our request for a fence. They told us that the developer is not opposed to installing a fence. 

Existing Arboretum 

Regarding the current arboretum, a landscape architect has informed us that the current plants are ‘end of life.’ A closer inspection shows the arboretum to be in poor shape, with browning (during summer) branches, a number of dead plants, and some plants overcome with poison ivy and oak. Also, separation between the plants have led to openings that people walk through. If anything, the current ‘buffering’ is an eyesore.

Type of Fencing

The type of fencing that we prefer is a non-see through wood fence with a height of 7 feet. This is similar to other fencing in the area, but we would be open to other materials.

Best of Both Worlds

It needs to be noted that we are not in any way opposed to the building of the office, but we have substantial investments in our residences and in its landscape. Given that there is a 10 feet setback, there is space for a fence and arboretum. The preference being the placement of the arboretum on the Astor Place side and the fence facing the office parking lot. In sum, a nice fence would buffer the residences from the parking lot, and attendant head lights and noise, as well as providing security.

We hope you will take our concerns in mind, before giving final approval.

Sincerely yours,




Larry & Colleen DiMatteo

9 Astor Place
(216) 356-1505
justinian79@yahoo.com
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