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MINUTES OF MEETING
PLANNING COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 14, 2023
************************************************************************
Members Present:  Coyne, Wilson, Allen, DeMarco, Bishop
			         
Presence Noted:   Ray Reich, Building Commissioner
	  Kate Straub, Planning and Zoning Coordinator
	  
Council Members Present:   Jeanne Gallagher, Ward 3
		Christina Morris, At-Large Council Member
        	  			  
************************************************************************
Chairman Bishop called to order the November 14, 2023 meeting of the Rocky River Planning Commission at 6:00 P.M. in City Council Chambers of Rocky River City Hall.  

Mr. Bishop asked if there are any corrections to the Planning Commission meeting minutes of October 24, 2023.  Mr. DeMarco moved to accept the minutes as written.  Mr. Allen seconded.

5 Ayes – 0 Nays
Passed

1.  	ROUNDSTONE INSURANCE – 19621 Lake Rd – Review of signage and minor modifications.  Mr. Denver Brooker of Vocon came forward with Mark Conzelman, Developer, to discuss the project updates.

Mr. Brooker said that they are proposing to add 3 sun shade structures on the third floor roof terrace.  They have made some minor modifications to the ground level terrace and door configuration on south face of the building.  They are also proposing an exterior signage package for the project.  They presented the signage and modifications to the Design Board last week and they received their approval.  The revision the Design Board discussed was to construct the shade structures using wood slats in a back frame and that is what they did.

Mr. Bishop said that he is fine with the minor modifications and Mr. DeMarco said he takes no exception to them as long as the Design Board is comfortable with what is proposed.  He asked if the size of the ground level terrace component has changed since their final approval.  Mr. Brooker said that it was previously disconnected from the south face of the building but they added doors so they extended it to touch the building so the doors could egress directly onto the terrace.  Mr. Allen said he is glad that the Design Board looked at it and that it does not impact the visual step back on the north side of the building.  Mr. Coyne and Mr. Wilson have no additional comments.

Signage was discussed next.  Roundstone did not want any of the signs illuminated.  The canopy mounted sign on the north side of the building is individual letters mounted on the edge of the canopy.  There is an address sign at each of the driveway entrances on Lake and on Linda.  There is an address and a Roundstone logo on the south face of the building.  Mr. Bishop said that there are details about illumination on the plans and Mr. Brooker said that it should not have those details, so that is incorrect.

Mr. Bishop said that the front address sign appears to be a little bit weak and he would prefer an address sign like is at 700 Lake project, which is ground mounted with no posts.  There is a base and then their address and it is a little more substantial.  He said that it should be modestly landscaped around the sign because it would be considered a monument sign.  He said that illumination on the address might be a good idea.  Mr. Conzelman said that they would put a landscape light separately to shine onto the address on both sides on Lake Rd.  Mr. Bishop said that they should make the note that the sign will be illuminated by external landscape lights.

Mr. DeMarco said that the typeface on the sign does not appear to be to branding standards and he said there is a note in the technical sign drawing that the spacing may change due to the actual font standard for Roundstone.  He asked what the length of the letter set on the canopy is because he would think it would be more along the line of Roundstone’s branding.  Mr. Coyne added that the notes say that it will be black but the picture looks more like a mill color.  Mr. DeMarco would like to see what the front sign will actually look like and Mr. Conzelman replied that the sign is being presented the way it will look.  It was approximated that the sign is probably 12 to 14 feet wide.  Mr. Brooker said that he will follow-up with information on the overall length and height of the sign.  Mr. DeMarco said he would appreciate that and he is fine with handling it administratively and he prefers that it not to be open-ended regarding the length.  Questions were asked about the colors of the letters of the sign and of the address sign.  Mr. DeMarco said that he would like the applicant to make sure that all of the details in the descriptions are correct and match the renderings.  A landscape light shining on the monument sign will illuminate it. 

Mr. Bishop moved to approve the minor modifications as presented.  Mr. DeMarco seconded.

[bookmark: _Hlk151128418]5 Ayes – 0 Nays
Passed

Regarding signage, Mr. Bishop moved to approve the signage package as presented with a modification to the Lake Rd. address signage being a ground-mounted sign on a base similar to 700 Lake with applied numbers on both sides.  There will be minimal low landscaping around the monument sign and external landscaping illumination.  The canopy will be a mill color and the length will appear as presented in the rendering but the total length of the canopy sign will be submitted to the Building Department who will review the sign administratively for compliance with what was discussed before the sign permit can be issued.  Mr. DeMarco seconded.

5 Ayes – 0 Nays
Passed




	





Mr. DeMarco moved to recommend amending the height in Ordinance 80-23 as referred by City Council, from 70’ to 80’ in OB-2 zoning districts, with the inclusion of a clause that reads, “Planning Commission may allow for 25% of the building footprint to increase in height to 100’ based on their review of a detailed Development Plan.” 






OB-2 Maximum height is 80’ with up to 25% height increase on the structure

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm.


					            							
William Bishop, Chairman				Michael DeMarco, Vice-Chairman

Date:  					
