
CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

May 16, 2016
The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 8:00 p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry, 

Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran
Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mrs. Costello
Law Director:  Mr. Bemer
Press:
Ms. Botos
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
The Mayor announced that the Elle’s Enchanted Forest fingerprint painting did make it to be the largest fingerprint painting recorded.  The City of Rocky River was presented with a Guinness World Book of Records framed document for the largest finger painting in the world.  A group in Hong Kong held the prior record.  The group in Hong Kong had finger painted over 252 square meters.  The Elle’s Enchanted Forest fingerprint was more than 383 square meters.  Surveyors were on hand to measure the finger painting along with a very nice ceremony to receive the plaque at the end of the event.  Congratulations to Elle’s Enchanted Forest and all the volunteers.  This project had a tremendous business support including Pat Catans, Fredrix, Sherwin Williams Co., Office Depot, Office Max, Lowes and Force Indoor Sports.  The city will be receiving a framed piece of the actual canvas.  Thank you to Councilman O’Donnell and West Life Reporter Sue Botos for being in attendance.

The Rocky River Brewing Company will be donating 20% of your total order to Elle’s Enchanted Forest beginning today through May 18th.  Thank you to Rocky River Brewing Company for their support.

Last Friday, a beautiful Historical Marker was placed at the site of Cowan Pottery Factory and showroom detailing the importance of Cowan Pottery to this area and the success that they have had.  Please stop in and read the historical marker.

Paving is beginning on the west end of Avalon along the north side of the street.  Dominion is still on the project working on the east end of Avalon.  The project is moving along.  

There will be a bid opening on Friday, June 3rd for all the paving and waterline projects that are scheduled for this summer.  Ingersoll Drive will also be having repairs done along with paving.  Ingersoll Drive is a private drive, not a city road, but is an important connector between Smith Court and Linda Street.  
Tuesday evening there will be two identical presentations in conjunction with the City of Fairview Park beginning at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. to update residents on the TLCI Project regarding Center Ridge Road.  The meetings will be held at Goldwood School to share the information gathered but also to glean any additional insight from residents, property owners and business owners along the corridor.

On May 24th, there will be a grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Autism Center at the Recreation Center.  Council has been invited so please respond to the Administration or the Hospital if you will be in attendance.   The Fairview Hospital Advisory Board had a tour of the facility last week.  It is very exciting to have this Center in the community.

The Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony will be held on Monday, May 30th.  Council is invited to join in the parade.  The Mayor has been working with the joint Veterans Council and everything is ready to go.  The parade will leave the high school at 10:00 a.m.  If there are any scout troops or churches that would like to participate in the parade, please call City Hall.  Everyone in the parade should arrive at the high school by 9:30 a.m.  Roads will be shut down beginning at 9:30 a.m.

On Saturday, May 28th, the Joint Veteran’s Council is in need of volunteers to help place flags on all the veteran’s graves at Lakewood Cemetery on Detroit Road.  
The Mayor shared very exciting news that the Rocky River Recreation Department’s 7th and 8th grade Lacrosse team won the State Championship!  Congratulations to the Lacrosse team and their coaches!

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  NONE

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  NONE
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ordinance No. 89-15:  Mr. Hunt said that there is nothing new regarding this ordinance.  President Moran confirmed that 89-15 has had only one read.  
ORDINANCE NO. 17-16: Councilman Furry said that this ordinance has been read twice.  The Exhibit has been updated slightly so Councilman Furry will be seeking an amendment by substitution next week and also seeking passage of this ordinance.  

· Councilman Klym added another suggestion.  Councilman Klym would like the exhibit to have language stating that the compost bin has to be 30 feet away from any residential dwelling except the dwelling on a property line in which the compost container is contained.  If it is your own compost container, it can be within 30 feet of your house but cannot be within 30 feet of someone else’s home.  Councilman Furry asked if it should read dwelling or garage.  Mr. Klym said he thinks it should say dwelling, the place where you live.  The Mayor suggested “residential” dwelling and Mr. Klym concurred.  Mr. Klym gave consideration to further distances but he didn’t want to suggest something too far.  He thought of 30 because it was doubling 15 as a place to start.  There could be situations where a resident seeks a variance.  Councilman Furry said that the 5 feet mirrors the same distance as garbage cans.  Mr. Furry deferred to Law Director Bemer.  Mr. Bemer said that residential structures have to be 25 feet from a rear property line.  The contained compost bins may be distinctive from the open bins and that this concern may be about the open bins and making sure that they are in a spot that wouldn’t be odiferous or any other type of a nuisance to an adjoining property owner.  The Mayor said that it is 15 feet from the property line for the unenclosed bin.  The real concern is the complaints administration and council would receive if the bins are too close to the placement of the home at the original 5 feet.  

· Councilman O’Donnell asked if Councilman Klym’s suggestion is for closed and unenclosed bins.  Mr. Klym said his suggestion is for all the compost bins.   Councilman Klym said he is in support of this and it is a good thing that Council is addressing this as people’s habits are changing but he would anticipate that if there are complaints it would be that the compost bin is too close to another resident’s home.  Councilman Hunt agrees with Councilman Klym and thinks that 30 feet is a realistic distance.  Councilman Shepherd asked if the enclosed bins were airtight.  Mr. Furry said yes, but obviously the lids would be opened in order to fill the bin, but would be sealed when the lid is closed. The airtight bins could go within 5 feet of the property line, similar to trash cans, but the unenclosed bins would be 15 feet as stated in the current attachment.

· President Moran said that whether or not the bins are enclosed or unenclosed, the bins still need to be turned and stirred.  Mr. Moran said that talking about composting has created much more awareness than in the past, however Mr. Moran has concerns about making a set of rules so close.  He would rather see the distances stay further and have a variance for that issue.  Enforcement of these terms will be challenging because of some of the unique lots in Rocky River.  The Mayor asked Mr. Bemer if this would be subject to variance.  Mr. Bemer said it would be a distance dimension variance.  Mr. Bemer said that the only homes affected by a 30-foot radius would be a corner lot.   

· Mr. Klym said he did do some research on this and found quite a bit of information from a Minnesota Composting Ordinance.  Mr. O’Donnell asked if Mr. Klym had an idea of how the amendment should read.  Would the 15 and 5 stay the same?  Mr. Klym’s suggestion would be that in no case would a bin be less than 30 feet from a residential dwelling.  

· President Moran said he is uncomfortable with the 5-foot regulation.  He would rather see residents getting a variance or a check-off with their neighbors before the 5-foot is approved.  

· The Mayor asked Director Costello if the city receives complaints regarding trashcans overflowing or odors.  Director Costello said that the major problem is in rental properties where the garbage is not presented properly or not secured correctly.  Mr. Bemer added that trashcans should not be visible by the front street or backyard.
· Mr. Furry suggested that Mr. Bemer add the language of 30 feet from an adjacent residential dwelling.  Mr. Klym said that Mr. Bemer would add a new Section 6 saying that in no instance shall any compost pile or bin be located within 30 feet of a residential dwelling on any adjoining lot.  The Mayor said that the one thing that could be changed is to allow only the commercial fully enclosed composting bins and use the 30 feet instead of the 15 feet.  
· President Moran said that Council is not against composting and it has some great advantages but it also becomes a responsibility.  Council wants to be sure that it wouldn’t be offensive to any neighbors.  

ORDINANCE NO. 18-16: Councilman Hunt said this was read for the second time last week.  This is an emergency ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement for mutual aid services for Rocky River Police and the City of Cleveland Police concerning security assistance for the 2016 Republican National Convention in July.  Mr. Hunt said that there is an outstanding question with the City of Cleveland Department of Law for clarification on the insurance sections of the agreement.  Councilman Hunt also asked if the grant has been awarded that is discussed in this contract.  Mr. Bemer is not sure but will find that out.  The Mayor said that there is a security meeting with the mayors and the police chiefs with the City of Cleveland so hopefully there will be more information after that meeting.  Councilman Hunt will also speak with Chief Stillman before next week’s meeting.  
ORDINANCE NO. 20-16:  Councilman Furry said this ordinance has been read twice.  There was an Environmental Committee Meeting last week where representatives from Gardiner discussed the agreement in more detail.  Mr. Furry has a higher comfort level with this agreement after that meeting.  There were some details that needed changed in the contract including the termination in Section 3.05 that Councilman Shepherd noted.  Mr. Bemer said that Gardiner has reached out and Mr. Bemer will call them tomorrow morning.  Mr. Furry will not seek passage until these details have been clarified.  The Mayor will let Gardiner know.    
ORDINANCE NO. 21-16:  Councilman O’Donnell said this was read for the first time last week.  This is an annual housekeeping ordinance for the purchase of janitorial supplies.  Last year, Council agreed to a one-year contract with an extension for a second year with Ohio Valley Supply and Maintenance Co.  Exhibit A shows email correspondence discussing the second year of the option with the same price.  The cost is not to exceed $55,000.  The city has had a good experience with Ohio Valley and the administration is satisfied with the pricing.  
ORDINANCE NO. 22-16:  President Moran said this ordinance is accepting the alternative tax budget information for the year 2017.  This is a rough draft put together concerning the fiscal budget for next year.  These numbers are submitted in as projections.  This is due in July giving Council plenty of time for two more reads. Mr. Moran spoke with Director Thomas this evening and said at this point Council did not have any questions.  This will be read for the second time next week.
ORDINANCE NO. 23-16:  Councilman Shepherd said this ordinance was read once and will be read for a second time next week.  As discussed before, this will need to be passed next week due to the deadline to get the order in with the Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Act Program.  The email advising of this deadline arrived without time to have three full reads.  This Ordinance is to purchase 2,500 tons of salt.  The city is obligated to purchase at least 90% of that order up to a maximum of 110%.  The Safety-Service Director has reviewed the current inventory and the needs for this year.  Mr. Shepherd will be out of town next week and asked President Moran to cover this ordinance for him.  
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: The Regular Meeting for Council will begin at 7:00 p.m. next Monday, May 23rd.  
NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
President Moran thanked the audience for attending.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m.
                                                            
 ________________________
James W. Moran



Susan G. Pease
President of Council                                              Clerk of Council 
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