
[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

January 19, 2016

 
The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 8:00 p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Furry, 
Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran

Absent:  Mr. O’Donnell
                                 
Administration:  Mrs. Costello
                                                                                                                                        
Law Director:  Mr. Bemer

Press:	Ms. Botos

President Moran announced that the Mayor is absent this evening.  The Mayor asked Mr. Moran to report that snow removal went well this weekend.  Director Costello confirmed that everything has gone very smoothly.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO. 89-15:  Mr. Hunt said that this ordinance was not read last week at the Legislative Meeting.  There has been some communications from members of Council asking for further clarification on the scope of this project and some logistics.  Because of these questions and the review of past minutes from the BZA and Planning Commission Meetings, Councilman Hunt made a motion to refer this ordinance to the Planning Commission to establish a collateral review of the project.  

· President Moran reviewed this ordinance last week and looked at plans and descriptions of the easement.  In discussions with the Mayor, Safety-Service Director and others, a lot of communication was received from the BZA & the Planning Commission from past meetings regarding this easement.  President Moran agrees with Mr. Hunt in referring this to the Planning Commission.

· Councilman Furry asked if the 825 on the aerial map would be staying and also asked how the city originally acquired this property.  Director Costello has always thought it was due to the amount of sewers that are located in that area.  

· Mr. Moran visited the area and then reviewed the physical plans and it wasn’t clear to him how this would work.  The outline that Valore Builders has shows three homes to be built in this area pulling a street very close to a current home on the south side.  

· Mr. Hunt mentioned that the original proposition showed only two houses/units.  Mr. Hunt wants to know what the ultimate plan is.

· Mr. Sindelar asked if there was any compensation to the city for this land.  Law Director Bemer said that it is his understanding that it is a matter of community growth without compensation.  Director Costello said that the city would also be realizing an improvement due to this easement.  There is an existing manhole that is very difficult to access.  Currently this manhole is in the lower part of the ravine and a ladder is necessary to open the manhole.  This driveway will elevate the manhole giving the city easier access to perform maintenance as necessary.  

· Director Costello said that the city asked Valore Builder’s engineer to plan for how the water would be managed.  Mr. McKay, the City Engineer, was concerned about blocking the flow that travels north along those homes.  Valore Builder’s engineer did a very innovative design to handle the storm water, which Director Costello thinks will improve the handling of water in this area.  Director Costello explained that Valore Builders needs two easements.  One is for the driveway to access the project next to a home that is already owned by the Valore’s and it will not be torn down.  Their initial plan called for some parking but that has been eliminated.  They have spoken with the Fire Prevention Officer who discussed the location of the fire hydrant.  Each of these structures will also have a sprinkler system inside that will be managed by the homeowners.  Because of the size of the driveway and the inability to get an emergency vehicle through, the builder will be responsible for the sprinkler systems.  The design for the driveway to Morewood ensures that vehicles will pull forward and out into the intersection in a safe manner.  There have been a series of revisions during this process to get to this point.  Director Costello feels that referring it to the Planning Commission for some public input is a great idea. 

· Law Director Bemer said that the BZA would not be involved with this.  The BZA handles only objections or variances.  

· Councilman Shepherd agrees with Mr. Hunt in referring this back to the Planning Commission in order to present a solitary plan to Council for approval.

RESOLUTION NO. 91-15:  Mr. Moran said that this resolution appoints the Board of Tax Review.  Dr. Previts has been re-appointed by the Mayor, and Council will appoint Mr. John Urban and Mr. Brian Kolonick.  This will be read for a second time next week.

ORDINANCE NO. 2-16: Lakewood has adopted new rates at their December 21, 2015 Council Meeting in the amount of $4.96 per hundred cubic feet (ccf) of metered water consumption to $5.58 per ccf for 109 homes in the Valleyview area.  The Valleyview residence that are served by the City of Lakewood for Wastewater Treatment Services pays the same rate as all Rocky River residents, and the difference is paid by the City of Rocky River.  There is also a base charge of $8.35 per mcf for a total rate of $64.15 per mcf.  The increase is what the city will pay.  The Valleview area residents will continue to pay the same rate as in the past.  These sewers of these 109 homes go down into Lakewood instead of Rocky River.  This will have two more reads.  

· Mr. Furry pointed out that this ordinance says 109 homes but the City of Lakewood says 102 homes.  Mr. Moran will reconfirm this number.  

ORDINANCE NO. 3-16: Councilman Shepherd said this ordinance is for televising sewer systems.  Five bids were received with the low bid from Mi-Tech Services, Inc.  Director Costello checked with three of the nine references given.  She received glowing reviews from all three and they were very positive about this company.  One of the people Director Costello spoke to is the Utilities Director in Rittman, Oh.  Rittman is a community similar to North Ridgeville and Westlake.  Mi-Tech Services, Inc. does a lot of work in Wisconsin and Minnesota but they do have an office here in North Royalton.  Director Costello also spoke with a Gary Wells from Wisconsin and he said that Mi-Tech can do lateral launches which is something the city has not had good luck with by the local companies.  Director Costello also spoke with Brian Connelly from Wisconsin and they had Mi-Tech, Inc. work on a very big job televising along with heavy cleaning and they met the time parameters.  Both gentlemen had very nice things to say about Mi-Tech.  This will be read for a second time next week.

· Mr. Shepherd asked if this was an exclusive contract where the city doesn’t have to use them if they decide not to.  Director Costello confirmed that was correct.  If they don’t perform then the city doesn’t pay the contract.

NEW BUSINESS:  NONE

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  President Moran said that Council was granted a 30-day extension for the Cleveland Bistro Liquor License Request.  Council has received the revised request, which will be forwarded to Lieutenant Crates for a background check.

President Moran announced Council committee assignments for the coming term:

Buildings, Equipment and Technology: Mr. O’Donnell, chair; Mr. Hunt, Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Klym
Contracts-Gov’t & Judicial:   Mr. Shepherd, chair; Mr. Sindelar, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Klym
Environmental:   Mr. Furry, chair; Mr. Moran, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Klym
Finance: Mr. Moran, chair; Mr. Furry, Mr. Hunt, Mr. O’Donnell
Parks, Recreation & Health: Mr. Klym, chair; Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Moran
Planning, Zoning, & Economic Dev: Mr. Sindelar, chair; Mr. Moran, Mr. Furry, Mr. Hunt
 Safety: Mr. Hunt, chair; Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Furry

Copies will be distributed.  Next week’s meeting will be held on Monday, January 25, 2016 at 8:00 p.m.

President Moran thanked everyone for attending this evening.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.


_________________________	                   ________________________
James W. Moran				       Susan G. Pease
President of Council                                              Clerk of Council 
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