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CITY OF ROCKY RIVER 

 

March 16, 2020 

 

The meeting of the Committee-of-the-Whole was called to order by Mr. Moran, President, immediately 

following the Special Meeting in the David J. Cook Council Chambers. 

 

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry 

Mrs. Morris, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran 

       

Administration:  Mayor Bobst 

 

Assistant Law Director:  Mr. O’Shea 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

The Mayor reported that the Port of Cleveland passed the resolution in support of the submerged land 

lease for Bradstreet’s Landing.  It has been forwarded to ODNR and SmithGroup JJR is finalizing the 

biddable plans and building specifications.   

 

The Mayor announced that for the 35th year in a row a “Tree City USA” designation has been received 

by the city.  A big thank you to Director Rich Snyder along with the other arborists in the city and other 

groups that play a role in the city receiving this designation. 

 

Last week things were changing by the hour.  The city made the decision to close down the Senior 

Center, Senior Transportation and the Recreation Center along with all programs.  It was a difficult 

decision, but many communities have followed.  The Directors have been meeting all week to make 

some of these decisions and put plans of action in place.  Director Bob Holub brought together all of the 

leadership of the other recreation centers; Director Deb Huff brought together all the Senior Center 

Directors to discuss these decisions and the Mayor met with other Mayors of the WestShore.  The city 

has amazing residents that have understood all of these closings.    

 

The Mayor met with the Directors and they are looking at creative and effective ways to cut the budget 

as all of these impact the revenue stream.  The Directors are aware that Council will have limited ability 

to meet over the next few weeks.  The Mayor stated that there is one outstanding piece of legislation 

regarding the pool fees and that will be on the agenda for next week.   

 

The Administration’s focus is now on employees and how to manage staffing.  Following Public Health 

recommendations, individuals that are 65 years of age or older should not be in the workplace.  They 

should be at home unless essential employees.  The administration is working through these issues.  The 

goal is to break the chain of transmission of COVID 19.  Please let the Mayor know if you have any 

questions.   

 

The Mayor will be sending out an update discussing access to City Hall.  The Building Department 

permitting will be by appointment only or online.  Residents will be asked to drop their sewer bills in the 

drive-through receptacle located between the Municipal Court and the Fire Department.   
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Westcom, the Central Dispatch, is taking calls and if there is a chance the individual has been infected 

with COVID 19, the squad will be immediately dispatched.  While in route, a series of questions will be 

asked if the patient has been in a foreign country, has been exposed to the virus and what their 

symptoms are so First Responders can react appropriately in terms of assessment and evaluation of the 

patient.  Emergency provisions have been released by the Federal Government, so more supplies will be 

released.   

 

The Mayor thanked Council for the conversations last week and for Council’s understanding of all the 

changes taking place.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Parks and Recreation and Health: Mr. Klym reported that the 

Ordinance for the increase of pool fees will be in front of Council next week.  Mr. Klym added it will be 

a 2-3% increase for pool fees.  There is a language change for the word families to households.  The fees 

will increase dramatically for the renting of the entire pool.  The cost was $300 - $350 and will increase 

about 50%.  Director Holub will send out a paragraph with an explanation as to the reason for this 

increase.  There was also a decision made that the Recreation Brochure will not be mailed out this year.  

The pricing was cost prohibited.  The Recreation Center will be sending out a postcard to every resident 

stating that the brochure can be found online and there will be some printed brochures at the Recreation 

and Civic Center.   

 

COMMUNICATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS: NONE 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 8-20:  This is an annual ordinance that authorizes an agreement with Fabrizi 

Trucking and Paving to do emergency repairs of sewers in the city up to $125,000.  Mr. Shepherd said 

this was put out to bid in 2011.  This was reviewed with Engineer Mackay and it was determined to not 

be put out to bid as the city could actually end up paying a higher amount.  Fabrizi has locked in their 

pricing since 2011.  This will be read for a third time next week.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 9-20:  Mr. Shepherd said this ordinance is for the Story Road resurfacing and 

water line repair.  Mr. Shepherd stated that the water line is estimated to cost $734,714.  The Cleveland 

Water Department is asking for the city to pay a portion of the repaving so capped their contribution of 

this project to $635,531.  The cost to the city for this part will be $99,000.  The resurfacing cost for the 

remaining project is $361,285 and will be split 50/50 with the City and the County as part of the 50/50 

grant through the County.  The total net cost to the city for this project will be $271,826, which 

represents 25.5% of the total project.  The total cost on this ordinance is $1,096,000. This is a welcome 

repair. 

 

ORDINANCE NOS. 10-20 THROUGH 15-20: 

Mr. Hunt discussed Ordinance Nos. 10-20 through 15-20.  These ordinances were read for the first time 

last week.  These are contract awards for the new police station.  Last week, Council received 

replacement ordinances.  Prior to the first read, Mr. Klym noted that in Section 2 there was reference to 

Professional Service and that language has been removed.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 10-20: This ordinance is for the General Trades award. VendRick Construction 

was awarded this contract in the amount of $6,420,770.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 11-20:  This ordinance is for the elevator installation awarding the contract to 

Schindler Elevator in an amount not to exceed $73,290.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 12-20:  This ordinance is awarding the fire suppression contract to ABC Piping 

Company in an amount not to exceed $149,500.  The base bid was $117,000, Alternate 1 was $15,000 

and Alternate 2 was $10,000. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-20:  This ordinance is awarding Sona Construction with the plumbing contract 

not to exceed $580,000.  This ordinance was discussed last week in detail regarding Sona Construction.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-20:  This ordinance awards the HVAC work to Imperial Heating & Cooling, 

Inc. not to exceed $959,800.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-20:  This ordinance awards the prime electrical contractor to Zenith Systems 

not to exceed $1,328,808.   

 

Please let Mr. Hunt know if Council has any questions regarding these ordinances.    

 

ORDINANCE NO. 17-20: This ordinance is for the purchase of one 2020 Ford F-250 Crew Pick-up 

Truck with a snowplow, hitch and ladder rack for the WWTP.  The truck this will replace is 13 years old 

and has problems with the doors and brakes.  This truck cannot be traded but will be put up for auction.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 18-20: This ordinance is for the reimbursement for the Eriewood Drive Water Main 

Improvement Project to the City of Cleveland Division of Water.  This ordinance and others like it relate 

back to the water service agreement the city signed with the City of Cleveland.  The funds received were 

in excess of the final cost, so the City of Rocky River needs to return the excess dollars to the City of 

Cleveland.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 19-20: This resolution was passed this evening at the Special Meeting.  This 

resolution was about the Charter Review Commission. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20-20: This ordinance is for the purchase of salt through a state approved vendor 

at state pricing.  The contract needs to be returned by April 24, 2020.  The city commits to a certain 

amount of tonnage and can deviate in any direction by 10%.  The target is for the city to have access to 

4,500 tons of salt.  The minimum order will be 1,800 tons.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 21-20: This is about the HVAC air conditioning unit and will be read for a second 

time and moved for passage at next week’s Legislative Meeting. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: President Moran discussed the schedule of Council Meetings 

during this time of crisis with COVID 19.  Mr. Moran suggested that the Committee-of-the-Whole 

Meetings be put on hold for the month of April, as the Committee-of-the-Whole Meetings are not 

required by the Charter.  Council will meet next Monday, March 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 

Room at the Civic Center to possibly pass all the legislation on the agenda with suspended rules.   

 

The 10 person-meeting standard recommended today, may affect Council meetings.  Currently, the City 

of Rocky River does not possess the technology to live stream the meetings and it would eliminate 
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access for residents who do not own computers.  The administration will be limiting legislation to help 

manage meeting requirements.   

 

Mr. Hunt asked Council’s thoughts about the police station ordinances.  Mr. Hunt asks because he was 

emphatic that there would be three full reads but obviously things have changed and these ordinances 

may be passed after the second read next week.  Mr. Furry has no problem with these ordinances and 

Mr. Moran feels Mr. Hunt has fully explained the ordinances and he does not have a problem. He has 

not heard from any residents concerning these ordinances.  This is something Council has been working 

on since 2017.   

 

Mr. Moran discussed the First Watch Liquor License Request.  Mr. Klym expressed some concern with 

the possibility of the Goddard School opening up next door.  A decision will be decided at next week’s 

meeting after hearing back from the police regarding the background check of the owner. 

 

Mr. O’Donnell mentioned that he just received word that the election will go forward tomorrow as of 

right now.  There was a court case pending in Franklin County about whether the election will go 

forward tomorrow.  The Plaintiffs lost their court case.  Mr. O’Donnell said it is subject to appeals and 

is not sure how this will end.   

 

As there was no further business by members of Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 

 

 

 

             

James W. Moran     Susan G. Pease 

President of Council  Clerk of Council 


