


   CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

December 18, 2023

The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 7:03 p.m. immediately following the Public Hearing in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.  

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mrs. Gallagher, Mr. Furry, 
				Mrs. Morris, Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Moran

Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Snyder

Law Director:  Mr. O’Shea

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 51-23: Mrs. Gallagher said this ordinance is to change the zoning classification of certain real properties from Service Manufacturing to OB Office and is currently on hold.

AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 80-23: Mrs. Gallagher stated that this amending ordinance is amending various sections of the Rocky River Codified Ordinance Chapter 1163.09 entitled Office Building District Regulations.  This has been discussed and changes were sent back to the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission is having a meeting tomorrow evening at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers for discussion.  

AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 81-23: Mrs. Gallagher said this was explained in the Public Hearing, but it is to change the zoning classification of the old Jan Dell property on Detroit from OB-2 to Local Business.  This will be discussed further at the Special Meeting immediately following this meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 95-23: Mr. Moran said this is the appropriations for the 2024 Budget.  Council has had the opportunity to review this with all the Directors.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting this evening.  

ORDINANCE NO. 102-23: Mr. Shepherd said this ordinance authorizes the administration to enter into an agreement with MacKay Engineering and Surveying Company to provide engineering services for the city over a two-year period.  It sets rates, but as discussed before it is not an exclusive arrangement and the city can hire other engineering firms if needed.  This will be read for a third time this evening.  

ORDINANCE NO. 103-23:  Mr. Shepherd said this ordinance authorizes the administration to enter into a contract with Delta Dental to provide dental insurance coverage for the full-time employees as required by the Collective Bargaining Agreements.  This will be read for a third time at the next meeting.

RESOLUTION NO. 104-23:  Mr. Shepherd said this resolution authorizes the Mayor or designee to prepare and submit an application to participate in the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Urban Forestry Grant Program.  This program is used to obtain trees for tree lawns in the city.  This will be read for a third time at the next meeting.  

ORDINANCE NO. 105-23: Mr. Shepherd said this is for the general insurance needs for the City of Rocky River for the year 2024.  

ORDINANCE NO. 106-23: Mr. Shepherd said this is for the general insurance needs for the Municipal Court for 2024.  

ORDINANCE NO. 107-23: Mr. Shepherd said this is for the general insurance needs for the WWTP. 

Mr. Shepherd discussed Ordinance Nos. 105-23, 106-23 and 107-23 together.  This was put out for an RFP and received multiple responses.  Consultants reviewed it and came back with what were the best company to go with.  At the last meeting, there was some tweaking with recommendations for additional coverages for crime, sewer backup, flood and earthquakes.  This would be an additional cost of $3,852.00.  The breakdown is: $2850 to the city, $850 to the Municipal Court and the WWTP was $77.00.  In reviewing this, it was determined that originally there were two options for active shooter coverage, and it is recommended the city goes with an option that was not in the original ordinances in the amount of $9,187.00.  This would give the city active shooter coverage with less exclusions and would apply to all public buildings.  To make these last-minute changes, the ordinances will need to be amended.  Mr. Shepherd will amend the ordinances at the next meeting this evening.  

RESOLUTION NO. 108-23: Mr. Shepherd said this is a yearly resolution and authorizes the 
city to participate in the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Cooperative Purchasing program 
for a two-year period, 2024 and 2025.  As discussed, there is no cost to the city but can use this 
program when their prices are lower and advantageous to the city.   

ORDINANCE NO. 109-23: Mr. Moran said this is the ordinance to allow the Mayor and Safety 
Service Director to purchase gas and oil on the open market during 2024.  This will have a 
second read at the next meeting.  President Moran may ask for a rules suspension and pass this 
on a second read.  

ORDINANCE NO. 110-23: Mr. Moran said this gives the city the authorization to purchase 
tires on the open market.  The city has the opportunity to utilize the Cooperative Purchasing 
Program if the price is lower.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 111-23: Mr. Shepherd said this ordinance authorizes the Mayor to enter a 
two-year contract Public Health Services Agreement with the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health.  The contract is attached to the ordinance and itemizes the various health programs and 
advantages the city receives by doing this.  It is required by State Law that the city maintains a 
health district.  The city by itself to provide all these services would be next to impossible.  For 
years the city has joined with the County as a subdivision of them.  This agreement will run for 
two years, 2024 & 2025 at a per capita rate of $7.25 for 2024 and $8.00 for 2025.  This is based 
on the population of the City of Rocky River which is 21,755.  

NEW BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO. 112-23 & ORDINANCE NO. 113-23:  Mr. Hunt said he will discuss these 
companion pieces together. These two ordinances will be read for the first time at the next 
meeting.  Mr. Hunt anticipates seeking a rules suspension.  These two ordinances enact new 
provisions in the city’s code in response to the passage of State Issue 2 and the ramifications that 
it brings with it regarding recreational cannabis in the city.  Based upon the timeliness of 
the two ordinances coming before Council and the fact that the Code Section went into effect on 
December 7th, Council needs to move on this swiftly he will seek a rules suspension.    

MOTION:

President Moran moved to close this Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, seconded by Mr. Furry.
Vote:	Hunt – aye		Shepherd – aye	Gallagher – aye 	Furry – aye	Morris – aye		Sindelar – aye		Moran - aye

The Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m.



____________________     				_____________________________
James W. Moran			 		Susan G. Pease
President of Council					Clerk of Council


Rocky River City Council
Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting
December 18, 2023
Page 6 of 3

