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January 11, 2016

 
The Regular Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 7:00 p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:  Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry,
Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran

Absent:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Sindelar
                                 
Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mrs. Costello, Mr. Thomas
                                                                                                                                        
Law Director:  Mr. Bemer

Press:	Ms. Botos

MOTION:

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 14th and the Special Meeting of December 21st be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted 

Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – aye   Moran – aye	
	5 ayes			0 nays						PASSED

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. Furry, that the reading of the minutes of the Special Meeting and the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of January 4th be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted

Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – abstain   Moran – aye
	4 ayes			0 nays			1 abstain		PASSED

MAYOR’S REPORT:

The Mayor announced that the Avalon Sewer Rehabilitation and Re-construction Project has resumed and is moving along nicely.  

Ready Notify was sent out today to residents regarding the Snow Ban that is in affect this year due to the anticipation of the snow accumulation that has been forecasted for early tomorrow morning.  The City of Rocky River is transitioning away from the E-update Communications Platform and converting residents to Ready Notify.  Ready Notify will improve the level of communication to residents as it is available to the administration 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Residents can receive communications in several ways via landline, texts, cell phone, email or fax.  Ready Notify is sponsored by the County and is free of charge. Residents will need to register online at rrcity.com

Finance Director Thomas received a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 2014 CAFR from the Government Financial Officer’s Association.  This is the 27th year for the City of Rocky River to receive this Certificate of Achievement.  

R.I.T.A. sent out notification that the City of Rocky River is fully transitioned to the R.I.T.A. System.  The Mayor talked about the breach that was reported in the news last week regarding R.I.T.A. and a DVD that could not be found.  R.I.T.A. believes that it was destroyed.  R.I.T.A. is going through an appropriate protocol however, alerting individuals that may be impacted.  This DVD is from 2010 so it was prior to Rocky River’s conversion.  Since that time, there have been several technology upgrades.  The Mayor appreciates the timely response and information along with the continued monitoring offered by R.I.T.A. to individual taxpayers. 

The Rocky River Police Department received $46,000 from the 2016 Drug Use Prevention Grant Program to be used for DARE and other related drug prevention activities through the Police Department.  This is awarded through the office of Mike DeWine, Attorney General.

The Rocky River Fire Department along with University Hospital is launching a new program for preventing and reducing the risk of SIDS: Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.  The ABC’s of safe sleep are: alone, on backs, bare in crib and in a smoke free home.  As the fire department is called to homes and there are infants in the home, they will provide information and can assess the baby’s living quarters.  A big thank you to the Rocky River Fire Department and University Hospitals for reaching out in this way.

The Mayor announced two new appointments.  Steve Elek has been appointed as the new Lead Supervisor for Refuse and Recycling.  Steve has been with the department for many years and has served when Mike Mahoney has been absent.  Steve has a great deal of interest in recycling.  The Mayor also announced Ray Reich as the new Building Commissioner.  Ray has served as a Building Inspector on the rental side for the city.  The city welcomes both of these employees in their new roles.

The City of Rocky River was the first municipal Recreation Center to receive a Silver Sneakers contract and the program was implemented immediately at the Recreation Center.  A couple of years ago, these classes were expanded into the Senior Center.  These classes have been monitored and evaluated with regular reports from Healthways, which sponsors Silver Sneakers.  The city noted that according to these reports from Healthways, enrollment was down in the classes at the Senior Center.  Consequently, classes were discontinued at the Senior Center.  Due to the cancelation of these classes, it came to the administrations attention that the reports were wrong due to incorrect swiping of membership cards by participants and the numbers in these classes were greater than the reports showed.  Because of this, two of the yoga classes will be reintroduced at the Senior Center.  Classes will continue to expand as interest continues.

The Mayor congratulated Lia Staaf, a resident of Rocky River, who was the recipient of the American Nationalities Movement Freedom Award.  This award is given for advancing the cause of freedom and was specifically given to Lia for representing the people from Estonia throughout her life.  A Certificate of Special Recognition was forwarded to Lia from the City of Rocky River.  

City Hall will be closed next Monday, January 18th in honor of Martin Luther King Day.  City Hall will reopen Tuesday morning.  The City Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19th, beginning at 8:00 p.m.

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Director Bemer discussed the Liquor License Stock Transfer for Tartines on Old Detroit Road that Council has received.  Director Bemer spoke with Dean Valore and explained that there were issues concerning identification factors on this request.  Tartines has filed an amended application to identify the LLC as being a 90% stock held by Dean Valore and correct the information that John McDonnell is no longer a stock holder.  This amended application will be forthcoming.  President Moran asked Mr. Bemer about the date listed on the original Liquor Request for Tartines of January 19, 2016.  Mr. Bemer said the objection should be noted on this request and returned to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control.  

Both the Safety-Service Director and Mr. Bemer have received an inquiry from a resident regarding the nature of the easement process.  Ordinance No. 89-15 that is before Council concerns the city’s property immediately adjacent to the railroad tracks on Morewood Parkway.  Developer Tony Valore is requesting an easement over city property for an access drive and a second easement to tie into the sewer system.  If this ordinance is approved, the next step will be a Planning Commission Application.  This may be an appropriate review in committee of the nature of the easement so that the necessary residents can have an opportunity to come before Council and be heard.  

President Moran said he spoke with Councilman Hunt, and due to his absence, Ordinance No. 89-15 will not be read this evening.  There is more information that needs to be discussed by Council.

· President Moran asked the Mayor if there was a process that Ready Notify could obtain residents’ information and download it from E-Update.  The Mayor said there isn’t any way to transfer all the email addresses.  Ready Notify has alternative methods of communicating so residents need to complete their information on Ready Notify along with their preferred method of notice.  Residents do not need a computer to receive messages, but they will need a computer to register.  The Senior Center, Rocky River Public Library, City Hall and the Recreation Center will have computers that residents can use to register.  Ready Notify also asks residents if they have a disability.  This information is communicated to the emergency management group so residents can be better served.  There is also a policy that needs to be read and clicked on while registering.  There is a registration link on the city website.  



COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman Klym announced that Director Mehling and his staff at the Recreation Center sold $20,000 worth of gift certificates for programming this holiday season.  This will allow the recreation center to be fully accessed and hopefully revenue neutral.

PUBLIC COMMENT – LEGISLATIVE ITEMS:  NONE

ORDINANCE NO. 83-15						BY: DAVID W. FURRY

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH AECOM TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC. FOR CONSULTING SANITARY ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE ROCKY RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IN AN AMONT NOT TO EXCEED $58,860
3rd READING		

This is a 23-month extension until December 31, 2017.  This has been discussed since the beginning of December.  There will be no increase in pricing and it has been approved by the Management Committee at the WWTP.  Basically it comprises a monthly retainer of $820 a month, which totals $18,860 plus miscellaneous consulting and engineering for $40,000.  Mr. Furry moved for passage of Ordinance No. 83-15, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.

 Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – aye   Moran – aye	
	5 ayes			0 nays						PASSED
		
ORDINANCE NO. 84-15					BY: MICHAEL P. O’DONNELL
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE ONE (1) 2016 EMERGENCY MEDICAL AMBULANCE FOR THE FIRE DIVISION FROM PENN CARE INC. AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $231,182.00
3rd READING
	
This was first discussed at the December 7th Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting.  Mr. O’Donnell said this is for the purchase of a new ambulance with the cost not to exceed $231,182.  This will replace the current 2002 ambulance that has over 71,000 miles on it. Penn Care was the lowest and best bid.  The administration is satisfied with the pricing.  This purchase was in the 2015 budget but was put off and is now in the 2016 budget.  Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Ordinance No. 84-15, seconded by Mr. Furry.

Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – aye   Moran – aye	
	5 ayes			0 nays						PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 85-15						BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO EXERCISE THE OPTION TO RENEW ITS AGREEMENT FOR ONE (1) YEAR WITH FABRIZI TRUCKING & PAVING CO., INC. FOR THE EMERGENCY REPAIR OF STREETS AND STORM AND SANITARY SEWERS WITHIN THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $90,000.00 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
3rd READING	

This ordinance is for emergency repair for the streets and sanitary storm sewers.  This was last bid in 2011 and renewed in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. Fabrizi is holding the same prices for 2016.  The funds for this come from the Capital Improvement Fund Emergency Sewer Repairs Account.  Mr. Shepherd moved for passage of Ordinance No. 85-15, seconded by Mr. Furry.

Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – aye   Moran – aye	
	5 ayes			0 nays						PASSED

RESOLUTION NO. 86-15					BY: CHRISTOPHER J. KLYM  
AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MAYOR’S AND HER DESIGNEE’S SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR A $45,000.00 GRANT FOR A COASTAL MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE GRANT (CMAG) UNDER THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES’ OHIO COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
3rd READING
	
This has been discussed several times including the Budget Meeting in December. This is an emergency resolution adopting the Mayor and her designee’s submittal of an application for a $45,000 grant for a Coastal Management Assistance Grant (CMAG) under the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Ohio Coastal Management Program.  This involves Bradstreet’s Landing with a potential grant of $45,000 with another $45,000 match from the city.  This will provide engineering and planning services for Bradstreet’s Landing.  Mr. Klym moved for passage of Resolution No. 86-15, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.

Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – aye   Moran – aye	
	5 ayes			0 nays						PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 87-15						BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO PAY MACKAY ENGINEERING & SURVEYING FOR THE COST OF SERVICES IN 2015 WHICH WILL AGGREGATE IN EXCESS OF $575,00.00
3rd READING				

This ordinance has had three reads and has been discussed for several weeks.  The contract with MacKay requires that if expenditures exceed $575,000 within the year, that it needs Council manic approval.  This year it has gone over by approximately $25,000, which is not surprising due to the scope of Capital Improvement Projects being completed throughout the city.  Mr. Shepherd moved for passage of Ordinance No. 87-15, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.

Vote:	Shepherd – aye   O’Donnell – aye   Mr. Furry – aye   Klym – aye   Moran – aye	
	5 ayes			0 nays						PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 89-15						BY: THOMAS J. HUNT
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE EASEMENTS TO JOSEPH P. VALORE AND VALORE BUILDERS BY THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, AND AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBITS “A-1” AND “A-2”
ON HOLD

NEW BUSINESS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 91-15				BY: ALL MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION APPOINTING THE BOARD OF TAX REVIEW MEMBERS AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 171.2821 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, OHIO
1st READING

Mr. Moran said the Mayor has made her appointment to the Board of Tax Review, and Council would like to appoint John Urban and Brian Kolonick to serve on the Board of Tax Review.  All perspective appointees have agreed to serve on this Board.  This will be read for the second time at the next Legislative Meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 2-16						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ADJUSTMENT OF SEWER RATES PAID TO THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT SERVICES FOR THE VALLEYVIEW SEWER DISTRICT
1st READING 

Lakewood has adopted new sewer rates at their December 21, 2015 Council Meeting in the amount of $4.96 per hundred cubic feet (ccf) of metered water consumption to $5.58 per ccf.  The Valleyview residence that are served by the City of Lakewood for Wastewater Treatment Services pay the same rate as all Rocky River residents, and the difference is paid by the City of Rocky River.  This will have two more reads.  

ORDINANCE NO. 3-16					BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH MI-TECH SERVICES, INC. FOR STORM AND SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM SERVICES FOR 2016 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $61,494.95
1st READING 

Mr. Shepherd said the city is anticipating a large amount of sewer work to be done in 2016.  Lakeview and Hampton between Center Ridge and Hilliard, Bonniebank, Westway and Linden sewers will all be televised.  Wooster will be televised also but is not part of this bid.  Five bids were received with a high bid of $132,000 to the low bid of Mi-Tech.  The city has not done business with Mi-Tech but Director Costello has spoken with several contractors and has received good feedback.  Director Costello is currently checking references and will provide more information at the next Council meeting.  This will be read two more times.
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: President Moran turned the meeting over to Councilman Furry to introduce the Green Team in attendance at this evening’s meeting.  Mr. Furry said the Green Team approached him a few months ago about modifying the current ordinance concerning composting.  The packet being distributed is a draft of their proposed changes.  Mr. Furry introduced Anna-Katrin Strauss who introduced other members of the Green Team.  Proposed changes include: allowing organic yard waste along with fruit and vegetable waste in the compost pile; allowed compost piles to be stored in side or front yards and to be allowed to be stored at least 5 feet from any and all property lines.  The reason for the requested changes is so the Green Team would have the opportunity to educate residents on how to compose properly.  

· The Mayor said the concerns for composting in the past included the odor, vermin and insect attraction.  The enforcement has been complaint driven.  The Mayor is curious as to what enforcement the Green Team is aware of from the city.  The Green Team is not aware of any, but would like food waste to be allowed.  The Mayor asked if some residents are composting food today?  Anna confirmed that some residents already use food waste in their compost pile and have apparently educated themselves.  Anna said that if composting is done correctly, there wouldn’t be an odor or an attraction for vermin or insects.  

· President Moran asked how many residents are composting currently.  Anna was not sure since composting piles are not visible from the street.  

· The Mayor asked if a number of residents reached out to the Green Team because they want to compost.  Anna said only residents who have come to a Green Team meeting.  This is a more pro-active approach because the Green Team cannot encourage residents to compost with food waste because the ordinance prohibits it.  The Solid Waste District would help educate residents.  

· Mr. O’Donnell confirmed that the only permissible food waste would be fruit or vegetable waste.  Would grain be permissible?  Bread that doesn’t have butter or oil would be permissible.  Cereals would not due to the other ingredients included in cereal.

· Mr. Klym compared the City of Lakewood’s compost ordinance to the proposed ordinance and pointed out the City of Lakewood had more detail regarding the composting containers.  Mr. Klym asked if other cities ordinances had more detail on their composting containers.  Anna responded that they are trying to keep the ordinance changes at a minimum and were concerned with the expense if too many details were included regarding the container.  

· The Mayor asked if Anna could estimate how many pounds of waste an average family of four could compost.  Anna will research that and respond to the Mayor.

· Law Director Bemer commended the Green Team for putting the documentation together and doing the research.  Mr. Bemer works with the Building Department on a daily basis and as the Mayor said enforcement is complaint driven.  Many of the complaints concern the proximity of different uses close to the neighbor.  Mr. Bemer sees this as being very problematic in front yard and side yard maintenance.  There is a community garden already with a composting pile.  Mr. Bemer encouraged the Green Team to rethink the side yard and front yard placement of the composting piles along with the 5-foot placement of the property line.  

· Mr. Moran needs to learn more about composting before making a decision.  He appreciates all the work the Green Team has done on this.

· Mr. Shepherd asked what a compost pile smells like if done correctly.  Anna responded that it would have an earthy, wet leaf smell.  The downside would be the smell of rotten trash after it sits for a while, if not done correctly.  The process would be a layer of food waste covered by a layer of chopped leaves, etc.

· Director Costello asked for clarification on number 9 of the ordinance.  The Mayor said that those dimensions are more consistent with a garden and not a compost pile.  

· Master Gardner, Susan Hildebrandt stated that composting makes amazing fertilizer.

· Peggy Powers listed the benefits of composting: keeps organic materials out of landfills; natural mulch is created; prevents methane gas production which occurs when organics decompose without oxygen; puts nutrients back into the soil inexpensively; adding compost to soil improves the texture, structure, aeration ability and water holding capacity which improves soil fertility and root development; trees, flowers vegetables grow healthier without chemicals and fertilizer and it reduces water pollution in Lake Erie.  

The Mayor thanked Anna and the Green Team for all their leadership and help with the cardboard recycling.  It has been extremely meaningful to the city.

Mr. Furry thanked Anna and the Green Team for attending this evening’s meeting.  Council will continue to discuss this topic.

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

As there was no further business by members of Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

___________________________                       ______________________________
James W. Moran				           	Susan G. Pease
President of Council	Clerk of Council 
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