
CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

December 12, 2016

The Regular Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 8:00 p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry, 

Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran

Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mrs. Costello, Mr. Thomas
Law Director:  Mr. Bemer

Press:
Ms. Botos
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
MOTION:

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the Legislative Meeting of November 28 be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran – aye


6 ayes


0 nays




           PASSED

Moved by Mr. Hunt, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of December 5 be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran - aye


6 ayes





0 nays


PASSED

COMMENTS:

Mr. Moran stated that two ordinances, 26-16 and 53-16 were removed from the docket. Mr. Sindelar stated the ordinances were withdrawn per the request of the applicant. 
Mr. Bemer stated that under Robert’s Rules of Order, a motion to postpone indefinitely is an absolute termination of that matter. It will no longer be under any deliberation or with the prospect of any decision. It ends the consideration of those ordinances. Further action by an applicant would have to be initiated in order for it to return to city council’s agenda.  

MAYOR’S REPORT:
The Mayor stated there was a brief public meeting before tonight’s meeting. It was to discuss the Community Development Block Grant application and the supplemental grant application. Both are focused in the area of Wooster Road and Shoreland. One is for a small neighborhood park and another for pedestrian safety amenities. Thank you to the residents and council members who attended the meeting. Both grants are due December 23, 2016. 
There is a project on the Valleyview bridge that started today. The city received notification from Terrace Construction, who has been hired by the Cleveland Water Department to replace the water line underneath the Valleyview bridge. Most of the work will be underneath the bridge. They will be doing excavation work at both the north and south ends of the bridge. 
The city is finalizing the Rocky River Residents’ Reference with Cleveland Magazine. It will be distributed to all homes and businesses located within the city at no charge to the city by mid-January. A big thank you to Mary Ellen Umerley who has worked with the city directors and Cleveland Magazine to finalize the publication. 

The new rescue squad is fully operational and in service. 

The proposed building at Lake Road, just west of Linda Street, is on the planning commission’s agenda. This will be located between Bearden’s and Beachcliff Row. The initial rendering is available for viewing. 

A storage facility business will be taking up a portion of the old Target site. 

The Mayor discussed building statistics. In terms of comparison, the total number of permits is down versus this time last year. However, the valuation is greater than last year, $22 million versus $20 million. These are projects where people are investing in their homes and businesses. 

The Mayor shared additional ordinance information to go along with the new building fee structure concerning generators and solar panels. This information was prepared for distribution by the building commissioner, Ray Reich.
This coming Sunday is Light Up River, which begins at 6:30pm. Thank you to the Beautification Committee for initiating this project that is enjoyed by so many residents.  

LAW REPORT:
Mr. Bemer further discussed earlier comments regarding the storage facility and the new building located next to Bearden’s. Both are on the docket for public hearing at the December 13, 2016 planning commission meeting. There is an additional third item, which is directly affecting councilmanic action, which is the public hearing on the reclassification of the property on Rockcliff to an R-3. This is also under ordinance 74-16. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Mr. Moran stated there was a revised Exhibit A containing three additional items presented to council for Ordinance 66-16, from Director Thomas. The three items added to the ordinance include fire sick leave conversion, capital improvement professional services, and a discussion with other cities regarding Tri-City Park. The total increase to the ordinance is $72,000. 
Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. Furry, that Ordinance No. 66-16 be amended by substitution of Exhibit A presented.

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran - aye


6 ayes





0 nays


PASSED

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Mr. Bemer stated there was a change in stock for ownership of the Rocky River Wine Bar. It has also been approved by the Police and Finance Department. 

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE 66-16:
Mr. Moran held a public meeting to discuss Ordinance 66-16. There were no comments made and it was closed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT – LEGISLATIVE ITEMS:

Mr. Gavin Blaha, Amended Ordinance No. 26-16 and Ordinance No. 53-16:  Mr. Blaha asked for clarification regarding the withdrawal of Amended Ordinance No. 26-16 and Ordinance No. 53-16.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 26-16:




BY: BRIAN J. SINDELAR

AN ORDINANCE TO CHANGE THE DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS AUDITOR’S PERMANENT PARCEL NOS. 302-01-007, FROM ITS PRESENT CLASSIFICATION OF R-1 SINGLE FAMILY TO R-4 MULTI-FAMILY, IN ITS ENTIRETY, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”

As this rezoning request has been withdrawn by the applicant, these ordinances should be indefinitely postponed. 
Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that Ordinance No. 26-16 and Ordinance No. 53-16 be indefinitely postponed.
Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran - aye


6 ayes





0 nays


PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 53-16:




BY: BRIAN J. SINDELAR

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH ROCKY RIVER PRESERVATION PARTNERS, LLC FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 22732 LAKE ROAD, PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 302-01-007
Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that Ordinance No. 26-16 and Ordinance No. 53-16 be indefinitely postponed.

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran - aye


6 ayes





0 nays


PASSED
AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 66-16:




BY: JAMES W. MORAN

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, OHIO, DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2017

3RD READING

This emergency ordinance makes appropriations for the current expenses of the City of Rocky River during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2017. It is a great outline for what is planned for the upcoming year. Mr. Moran thanked the council members for their efforts working with the directors.
Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. Furry, that Amended Ordinance 66-16 be passed as read:

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran - aye


6 ayes





0 nays


PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 74-16




                    BY: BRIAN J. SINDELAR

AN ORDINANCE TO CHANGE THE DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS AUDITOR’S PERMANENT PARCEL NOS. 301-32-099, 301-32-100, 301-32-101, AND 301-32-102 FROM THEIR PRESENT CLASSIFICATION OF R-1 SINGLE FAMILY TO R-3 SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
Mr. Sindelar stated there was nothing new to report on this ordinance. Mr. Sindelar had this issue moved to Planning Commission and is awaiting their report. He should receive the report back by the end of February for the second and third reads. The Planning Commission hearing is December 13th. 

Ordinance No. 75-16:






BY: JAMES W. MORAN

An Emergency Ordinance Creating Positions and Fixing or Establishing the Annual Salaries and Hourly Rates Commencing January 1, 2017 For the Appointed Employees in the Several Divisions and Departments of the City of Rocky River
2nd READING

This ordinance allows for a 2.5% increase in salaries in 2017. It follows similar contracts the city has with their union employees. It will have one more read. 
Ordinance No. 76-16:






BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

An Emergency Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into Contracts with Medical Mutual of Ohio to Provide Health Care, Prescription Insurance Coverage, and Optional Vision Coverage for the Full-Time Employees of the City of Rocky River, As Further Described in Exhibit “A”
2nd READING

This ordinance is part of the full-time employee benefit package for 2017. There will be no rate increases or changes made to the plan design. It offers two distinct benefit options, Plan A and Plan B. All employees in Plan A have a cost share on the premium of 15%. This will have one more read.
Ordinance No. 77-16:






BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

An Emergency Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a Contract with Dearborn National Life Insurance Co. to Provide Life Insurance for the Full-Time Employees of the City of Rocky River, As Further Described in Exhibit “A”
2nd Reading

This ordinance is for the life insurance component of the full-time employee benefit package. The rates are the same for 2017 as they were for 2016. This ordinance will have one more read.
Ordinance No. 78-16:




BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

An Emergency Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a Contract with Delta Dental to Provide Dental Coverage for the Full-Time Employees of the City of Rocky River, As Further Described in Exhibit “A”
2nd Reading

This ordinance is for the dental component of the full-time employee benefit package. The rates are the same for 2017 as they were for 2016. This ordinance will have one more read.
Ordinance No. 79-16:




BY: JAMES W. MORAN

An Ordinance to Amend Sections 1321.01, 1321.02, 1321.03, 1321.04, 1321.05, and 1371.05 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Rocky River, Concerning Permit, Inspection and License Fees
2nd READING

This ordinance is an amendment to change license and inspection fees. A rate comparison was run of Rocky River, Fairview Park, Bay Village and Westlake. Our rates are very comparable. Going forward, the city will base its rates on the square footage of the project. The rate increases will be small or reduced for residents and their home improvement projects. Commercial projects will see comparable increases. 

· Mr. Moran discussed the document that was given to Council, from Building Commissioner Ray Reich, regarding air conditioners, generators and heat pumps and solar panels. It discusses the ordinances and/or restrictions of each subject. 

· Mr. Klym inquired about the statistical use of valuation for building permits. The Mayor stated this would continue in the future. The county Auditor uses valuation in assessing property tax. However, the building permits will be based on square footage instead of valuation. 

· It has been over ten years since the city has raised their permit rates.

· The Mayor stated that in 1321.02, B3 of the permit fees document, there should be an addition of $150 added to the amount for existing solar arrays.
· Mr. Hunt inquired about adding generators on the permit list. The Mayor will inquire with Ray Reich about adding it to the list.  
NEW BUSINESS:

RESOLUTION NO. 80-16:





BY: CHRISTOPHER J. KLYM

AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HER DESIGNEE TO MAKE APPLICATION TO THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (cdbd) PROGRAM FOR THE SHORELAND/WOOSTER NEIGHBORHOOD PARK PROJECT

1st reading

This resolution is requesting a community development block grant for the development of a park on the corner of Wooster and Shoreland. It is an empty lot that is looking to be redeveloped. The grant is available for up to $150,000. A resident on Wooster and perhaps Shoreland may want to purchase a few feet of the property. The application needs to be filed by December 23, 2016. 
RESOLUTION NO. 81-16:






BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HER DESIGNEE TO MAKE APPLICATION TO THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SUPPLEMENTAL GRANT (cdsg) PROGRAM FOR THE WOOSTER ROAD SIGN, SIGNAL AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PROJECT. 

1st reading

This resolution is a companion piece to Resolution No. 80-16. This would also authorize the Mayor or designee to make application to the Cuyahoga County Community Development supplemental grant program for the Wooster Road sign, signal and pedestrian safety project. It would help with connectivity, and increase pedestrian safety between the west and east side of Wooster in the area being considered for the block grant. This application needs to be filed by December 23, 2016. 

· The Mayor stated the supplemental grant program was initiated by County Councilman Greenspan, soon to be State Representative Greenspan. The idea began at one of the Westshore Council of Governments (COG) meetings. She appreciates and thanks Mr. Greenspan’s efforts. 

ORDINANCE NO. 82-16






BY: JAMES W. MORAN

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE ROCKY RIVER FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, LOCAL #659, REPRESENTING THE EMPLOYEES OF THE ROCKY RIVER FIRE DIVISION, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”

1st READING

Mr. Moran discussed the need to pass this ordinance in a timely matter. This is a contract authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Rocky River Fire Fighters Association, Local #659, representing the employees of the fire division. It is a contract that would last through December 31, 2019. The Council appreciates the presentation of changes within the contract, making it easier to compare one contract to another. This will have one more read. 

ORDINANCE NO. 83-16






BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO RENEW AN AGREEMENT WITH MI-TECH SERVICES, INC. FOR STORM AND SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM SERVICES FOR 2017 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $61, 494.95 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”

1st READING

Mr. Shepherd discussed these services being primarily televising, where the company places equipment down into the sewer systems to examine them. There will also be cleaning of the sewers. Mi-Tech was the lowest bidder, seem interested in entering this market, and gave the city a competitive bid. They have been extremely responsive and the administration has been very pleased with their results. Recently there were back up problems in Ward 4, and Mi-Tech was able to locate large pieces of asphalt in the sewers and remove them quickly. Mi-Tech has offered to renew, with no increase, for additional year.  

· Ms. Costello stated the city used the entire allotted amount in 2016. 

· Mr. Moran inquired about the city using their own cameras versus hiring a company to complete this work. Ms. Costello stated that additional personnel would be needed and trained. Using a company such as Mi-Tech allows the city’s personnel and equipment to continue their work, while Mi-Tech uses their own equipment. The city has a camera, but it is small. Mi-Tech’s is much bigger and they are experts in the field. 

· The Mayor added that it is important to have a company who really understands how to jet and televise the sewers correctly. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS UNDER CONSENT:

ORDINANCE NO. 67-16:




BY: JAMES W. MORAN

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO PAY THE CITY OF CLEVELAND DIVISION OF WATER FOR A PROJECT REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE 2015 WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,103.23
This is a refund back to Cleveland Division of Water for a completed waterline project for which they advanced the funds. 
ORDINANCE NO. 68-16:




BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO RENEW AN AGREEMENT WITH FABRIZI TRUCKING & PAVING CO., INC. FOR THE EMERGENCY REPAIR OF STREETS AND STORM AND SANITARY SEWERS WITHIN THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $90,000.00 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”

This is an annual ordinance that is used for emergency repairs. When the depth of a sewer repair exceeds 14ft, the City does not have the capability to do the repair. This ordinance authorizes spending up to $90,000 with Fabrizi, who has done this for the City since 2011. They have held their prices from 2011 through this year. 

ORDINANCE NO. 69-16: 




BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER ITO AN AGREEMENT WITH AECOM FOR THE RIVERDALE DRIVE TECHNICAL ROAD ANALYSIS AND PUMP STATION – SEWER SYSTEM STUDY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $64,016.00
This ordinance is for checking the soil erosion around Riverdale, widening the road and for engineering to study the pump station to see if the sewage could be pumped and redirected to the t-track on Lake Road. Out of three bids, AECOM was awarded the bid. AECOM has done work in the area before on Yacht Club Drive. 
ORDINANCE NO. 70-16




BY:  JOHN B. SHEPHERD

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY-SERVICE TO AGREE TO RENEW A CONTRACT FOR VARIOUS INSURANCE COVERAGES FOR THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER WITH McGOWAN INSURANCE COMPANY FOR THE YEAR 2017 AT A TOTAL COST OF $178,157.00

Mr. Shepherd stated this annual ordinance is for insurance for the City of Rocky River for its building and insurance needs issued by McGowan Insurance Company. The rate increases for the city for next year would be less than 1%. 
ORDINANCE NO. 71-16




BY:  JOHN B. SHEPHERD

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY-SERVICE TO AGREE TO RENEW A CONTRACT FOR VARIOUS INSURANCE COVERAGES FOR THE ROCKY RIVER MUNICIPAL COURT WITH JACKSON DIEKEN & ASSOCIATES FOR THE YEAR 2017 AT A TOTAL COST OF $11,095.00

This is another annual ordinance. This insurance company has kept the rate increase at less than 1%. This policy covers all the insurance for the Court House.
ORDINANCE NO 72-16




BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY-SERVICE TO AGREE TO RENEW A CONTRACT FOR VARIOUS INSURANCE COVERAGES FOR THE ROCKY RIVER WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT WITH McGOWAN INSURANCE COMPANY FOR THE YEAR 2017 AT A TOTAL COST OF $66,609.00

Mr. Shepherd stated this is the insurance policy for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. This ordinance will have a rate increase of slightly over 2% this year. It is due to the complexity and amount of equipment in those buildings, and new projects that have increased the evaluation. 
ORDINANCE NO. 73-16




BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RICHARD L. BOWEN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR THE ROCKY RIVER POLICE DIVISION NEEDS ASSESSMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $40,000.00

Mr. Hunt explained that this ordinance authorizes the Mayor to enter into contract with Richard L. Bowen and Associates for the feasibility study of the Police Department. The study will include assessing the outdated jail facility, the space available versus the space needed, and records retention as well as connectivity between buildings. This ordinance is unique in that it does not have to be publicly bid because of the unique nature of the services provided. 
Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that Ordinances 67-16, 68-16, 69-16, 70-16, 71-16, 72-16, and 73-16 of the Consent Agenda be passed as read:

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye
 
Klym – aye

Moran -aye


6 ayes





0 nays


PASSED

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  NONE
PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Mary Wood, 22740 Lake Road, inquired about the meaning of Ordinance 26-16 and 53-16 being pulled indefinitely. Ms. Wood was informed by Mr. Moran and Mr. Bemer that if the applicant decides to move forward with plans in the future, they would have to completely start over with a new proposal. 
Bill Welch, 1050 Orchard Park, inquired about the new storage facility moving into the former Target site. He asked if the facility would be open 24 hours. Mr. Bemer informed him it would be an indoor cold storage facility, with 24-hour access.  It will have a door fronting Center Ridge Road for proper security. Mr. Welch inquired about any interest being shown for the Rockport lots, but the Mayor stated no one has heard any information on the empty lots.  
There will be a special legislative meeting on December 19, 2016. It will be the last meeting of 2016. 
As there was no further business by members of Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:06 p.m.
                                                         
 
________________________
James W. Moran



Jane P. Reich
President of Council
Acting Clerk of Council 
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