

CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

April 25, 2016
The Regular Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council at 8:00 p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.
Council Members Present: Mr. Hunt, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Furry,    





Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran
Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mrs. Costello
Law Director:  Mr. Bemer
Press:
Ms. Botos
MOTION:

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. Furry, that the reading of the minutes of the Legislative Meeting of April 11th be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted

Vote:
Hunt – aye

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye
Sindelar – aye

Klym – aye

Moran – aye



7 ayes


0 nays





PASSED

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting of April 18th be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted

Vote:
Hunt – abstain

Shepherd – aye
O’Donnell – aye
Mr. Furry - aye


Sindelar – aye

Klym – abstain
Moran – aye


5 ayes


0 nays


2 - abstain

PASSED

MAYOR’S REPORT:
The Mayor distributed pictures of the new signage for Downtown River to define and further establish the historic downtown core.  The black and gold monument sign will replace the sign at Detroit and Wooster Roads that has fallen into disrepair.  The new sign will be installed sometime in July.  The Mayor explained that the second set of renderings is the sign toppers that will be installed on all the cross and side streets.  The third set of renderings shows the seven wayfinding signs that are on poles similar to the poles used for lighting on Old Detroit Road.  Thank you to Mr. Geof Pelaia, a resident and business owner in Rocky River who designed the logo for these signs.  

During the Director’s Meeting this morning, Director Mike Reyes mentioned that Refuse collected 100 tons of yard waste last week.  The Refuse Department is looking forward to the seasonal part time help that will be starting in about two weeks.

The Mayor mentioned that the home page of the City’s website will host information regarding the Zika Virus.  There have been some inquiries from residents regarding this topic along with mosquito control.  The information is from the Cuyahoga County Board of Health and contains a link to the Cuyahoga County Board of Health website and the Ohio Department of Health website.  

The Mayor talked about a delegation of individuals from India who visited the Rocky River Police Department through the Cleveland Council of World Affairs.  A big thank you to Director Costello, Lieutenant Lichman and Lieutenant Wagner who put this all together.  The delegation wanted to hear from the police department issues surrounding domestic violence, sexual assault and what the department does regarding training, policies, procedures, investigation and prosecution.  
The Mayor thanked Scout Master Curtis Cousineau and Boy Scout Troup No. 17 who cleaned the entire beach at Bradstreets Landing this past weekend.  Troup No. 17 is based out of Rocky River United Methodist Church.

Friday, April 29th will be the Annual Arbor Day planting beginning at 10:00 a.m. behind the Senior Center where a tree will be replaced. 

Saturday, April 30th will be the Community Shredding event from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in front of the Municipal Court Building.  Residents are limited to two boxes of residential material only.  Habitat for Humanity will also have a truck next to the Senior Center that morning.  If residents have large items to donate to Habitat for Humanity, i.e. tools, building materials or appliances, Habitat for Humanity will pick up any items at your home. Their phone number is included in the e-update.  

The “Storybook Ball” was held this weekend at Rocky River Recreation Center.  There were 225 reservations making it a sold out event.  This is a great event sponsored by the Recreation Center.
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Law Director Bemer said that as a matter of note for Ordinance No. 18-16 which is on the agenda for a first read this evening, involves an agreement between the City of Rocky River and the City of Cleveland regarding security assistance during the RNC Convention this July.  There is a primary issue concerning insurance coverage that has not yet been resolved.  Law Director Bemer has placed a phone call to the City of Cleveland asking for further information.  Last Tuesday there was a Law Director’s Association Seminar regarding insurance on mutual aid.  The insurance policy for the RNC Convention was awarded to AIG but the actual policy has not yet been written.  As part of the agreement, there is a $10 million dollar liability policy across the board for all the cities that are participating.  In the next paragraph of the mutual aid agreement, however, all of the security forces are identified as employees of their respective cities.  Mark Naymik of the Plain Dealer wrote an article yesterday regarding the fact that there was a $10 million dollar policy available for injuries due to protestors during the 2012 Convention in Tampa of which $8 million dollars was spent.   There is concern that a $10 million dollar policy for the 2016 RNC Convention may not be enough in light of the possible climate of the 2016 Convention.   
· Councilman O’Donnell asked if Rocky River officers would need to use Rocky River’s insurance or would Cleveland be providing this insurance for the officers.  Law Director Bemer has spoken with Director Costello and he recommends that Rocky River has coverage for the Rocky River officers also.  
· Councilman Sindelar asked if the officers helping Cleveland would be doing so on their days off.  Law Director Bemer confirmed that Rocky River Officers would be assisting Cleveland on their days off.  The Mayor said that Cleveland wants the suburban departments to stay intact as much as possible during the convention. If the officers choose to assist Cleveland, it would not be considered mutual aid.   If there was an issue and Cleveland needed enforcement, the mutual aid agreement would be a part of that.  There will also be off-duty officers that may be secured by the RNC or the Cleveland Police Department.  The Mayor sees this as two different issues.  
· Councilman O’Donnell asked how this would affect the current insurance policy.  Mr. Bemer said that he was sure there would be a rating issue.  Director Costello said that any claim affects rates for the following bid year and also could affect a renewal.  Law Director Bemer said the language should be clarified so that coverage would be a primary for any acts or omissions for liability and named as additional insured.  
Mr. Sindelar asked if there was anything new with the Executive Club.  Law Director Bemer said that Rob Crowe has been in touch with the Landbank within the last couple of weeks.  The Mayor met with Cheryl Stephens along with Edward Kraus explaining the whole issue of having the dollars to demolish but not the dollars for the abatement.  Cheryl Stephens was going to do one final bid for the demolition and abatement together in one contract.  There may some other opportunities for dollars that haven’t been utilized.

Councilman Shepherd asked about the Planning Commission Meeting last week.  Director Bemer said the church was given a conditional grant of a preliminary approval if buffering through the arborvitae trees was provided or in the alternative, the solar shields on the awnings were removed.   The Frazier subdivision had one parcel that was granted with conditions of no variances but was tabled for further hearings and the Morewood property did not go to Public Hearing and will need to submit more drawings.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: President Moran said there was a Financial Audit Committee Meeting held on Thursday, April 14, 2016.  The members of the Audit Committee are Brent Leslie, Tom Stafford and Yvette Ittu along with Director Thomas and President Moran.  President Moran was unable to attend this meeting.  The Ciuni & Panicki extension was discussed and the committee agreed to approve the extension subject to the adjustments that were also discussed.  
COMMUNICATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  President Moran discussed the application received from the Ohio Division of Liquor Control for the AMC Westwood Town Center Cinema.  Lieutenant Crates confirmed everyone listed checked out through the Rocky River Police Department.  
· Councilman Furry asked Councilman Shepherd about the names listed as inactive and what that means exactly.  Councilman Shepherd wasn’t sure but the listed people usually are 5% shareholders.  Mr. Shepherd said that everyone did check out with the Police Department.
Council approved the application.

PUBLIC COMMENT – LEGISLATIVE ITEMS:  NONE
ORDINANCE NO. 89-15





BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE EASEMENTS TO JOSEPH P. VALORE AND VALORE BUILDERS BY THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, AND AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBITS “A-1” AND “A-2”

ON HOLD

Mr. Hunt said that this ordinance would continue to be on hold.  As Director Bemer mentioned this continues to be re-worked so will still be on hold.

· President Moran mentioned that during the Planning Committee meeting last week there were a lot of individuals in the audience and the Board had a lot of good questions to ask regarding this ordinance.  
· Councilman Sindelar asked if this ordinance should be removed from the agenda since it still needs to be re-worked.  Law Director Bemer said there are a couple of variance issues; a driveway too close to an existing house by one foot and a double street curb cut that requires a variance.  Mr. Bemer understands that Mr. Valore and the architect will be meeting with Safety-Service Director Costello in order to provide the size of the access road. 
· President Moran said that when it comes for final approval, the changes will come back to Council also.  The Mayor clarified that Council could consider Ordinance No. 89-15 at any time.  The Mayor originally said not to put this in front of Council until the project went through Planning because of the possible changes.  The Mayor also said the exhibit could end up being different than what is currently described.  Mr. Sindelar said this is why he thinks it should be removed.  Councilman Klym said he would also prefer this ordinance be removed from the agenda until everything is finalized and so it could have a full three reads.  The Mayor and Law Director Bemer will research the best way to handle this situation.  Director Costello asked if Mr. Valore could address Council and answer any questions.  Mr. Bemer said he is also available for more questions if Council would like to contact him.  

· Mr. Bemer also said that there is a sewer easement that will be updated to ground level during this project providing better access for the city to this sewer.  

· Councilman Shepherd said this ordinance should be left on the agenda for now to see what comes back from Valore and then discuss this more at that time.  The next Planning Commission Meeting will be May 24th.
ORDINANCE NO. 16-16





BY: THOMAS J. HUNT

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WHEREBY THE STATE OF OHIO WILL SUPPLY UP TO $30,000.00 FOR THE OPERATION OF THE MARINE PATROL FOR THE YEAR 2016, AND AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED AGREEMENT

2nd READING
Councilman Hunt thanked President Moran and the Mayor for the discussion regarding this ordinance at last week’s meeting.   Mr. Hunt would like Council to discuss this ordinance further at next week’s Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting.   
NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE NO. 17-16





BY: DAVID W. FURRY
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 521.11 ENTITLED “COMPOST ACCUMULATION” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

1st READING
Councilman Furry presented the Green Team to Council a few months ago for a preliminary discussion on revising the current Codified Ordinances concerning “Compost Accumulation”.  Councilman Furry distributed various composting container systems to Council that are available with prices beginning at $50 to $229 or higher.  “Commercially available” may be added to this ordinance.  

· Councilman O’Donnell is concerned that the prices of these containers could exclude some residents from purchasing.  Mr. Furry said that residents could still build their own but would need to be stored 15 feet from any and all property lines.  This will be discussed more next week at the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting.  
ORDINANCE NO. 18-16





BY: THOMAS J. HUNT
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HER DESIGNEE TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR MUTUAL AID SERVICES BETWEEN THE POLICE DEPARTMENTS FOR THE CITIES OF ROCKY RIVER AND CLEVELAND, IN SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR THE 2016 REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION
1st READING

Councilman Hunt said this should be discussed more at next week’s Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting after Law Director Bemer finds out more information regarding the insurance piece of this agreement.  
ORDINANCE NO. 19-16





BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A TWO YEAR CONTRACT EXTENSION AGREEMENT WITH CIUNI & PANICHI, INC. FOR AUDIT SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $69,447 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A”
1st READING
President Moran said that the city has had Ciuni & Panichi, Inc. for the last eight years as suggested by the County.  The current contract expired on April 16, 2016.  Mr. Moran will speak with Director Thomas to see if this legislation will need to be passed next week at a possible Special Meeting of Council.  Director Thomas and the rest of the administration is very comfortable working with Ciuni & Panichi, Inc.

· Councilman Furry asked if Council could receive a copy of a peer review.  Mayor Bobst said that they are qualified through the auditor’s office.  The Mayor will ask for their peer review.  Mr. Moran will check with Director Thomas to see if passage is needed next week.  
ORDINANCE NO. 20-16





BY: DAVID W. FURRY
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HER DESIGNEE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR ENERGY SERVICES WITH GARDINER SERVICES COMPANY AT A PROPOSED COST OF $1,390,520.00
1st READING
Councilman Furry will ask for an Environmental Committee Meeting with Gardiner Services on May 9th or 16th, beginning at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the exhibit in detail.  The Mayor asked that as Council reads the contract to keep a list of questions that can be passed onto Gardiner Services to prepare for the Environmental Committee Meeting.  
Councilman Klym clarified that there has only been one read on Ordinance 89-15 and not two as he stated earlier during the meeting.  
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: President Moran wished Mayor Bobst and Councilman Hunt a happy birthday!
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Bill Welch asked about the list of police officers listed on the exhibit for the RNC Convention.  Law Director Bemer said that the 18 police officers listed are all volunteers.  
Mr. Welch also asked on an update regarding the City’s Sign Ordinance.  Law Director Bemer asked at the Law Director’s Seminar if anyone had updated their opinion on directional sign ordinances in view of the Supreme Court Decision which came out last September.  Mr. Bemer received information from the City of Lakewood regarding Lakewood’s ordinance on this subject.  Mr. Bemer had contemplated that the directional signs would have to be 25 feet off of any corner or intersection along with a distance number so there wouldn’t be a sign in every yard.  Mr. Welch does not like the way these signs look on the streets.  
As there was no further business by members of Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.
___________________________                       ______________________________
James W. Moran



           
Susan G. Pease
President of Council
Clerk of Council 
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