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   CITY OF ROCKY RIVER 
 

September 28, 2020 

 

The Regular Legislative Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of 

Council, at 7:07 p.m. via Zoom 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry,  

     Mrs. Morris, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran 

     

Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Snyder 

 

Law Director:  Mr. Bemer 

 

MOTION: 

 

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the 

Special Meeting and Committee-of-the Whole Meeting of September 21st and the Legislative 

Meeting of September 14th be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted 

 

Vote: Hunt – aye  Shepherd – aye O’Donnell – aye Furry – aye   

Morris – aye  Klym – aye  Moran – aye 

 7 ayes   0 abstain  0 nays    PASSED 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Rocky River City School District is back in session, as of today, in a Hybrid Instructional Model.  

Please be mindful of students walking and biking during the midday commute between 10:40 am 

and 12:15 pm.  Please remember that drivers must yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.   

 

 Mrs. Morris asked if flashing lights would be on during the transition times.  Mayor 

Bobst will confirm that.   

 

The Mayor stated it has been a challenge to find crossing guards to cover all of the crossings 

during the transition times.  SRO Officers have been out in three locations during these times. 

 

The Mayor said bids went out to five separate companies for a new emergency squad, thanks to 

Chief Lenart and Director Snyder.  Unfortunately, only one bid was received but was a 

competitive bid.  The city is currently reviewing the bid and negotiating a trade-in amount.  This 

will be coming to Council and is in the 2020 budget.  The engine in the current squad is not 

working and a new squad will take 270 days to build.  The Mayor will have additional 

information for Council.   

 

The Parks and Recreation Department has put out a survey regarding the city’s parks on Friday.  



 

 
Rocky River City Council 

Legislative Meeting 

September 28, 2020 

Page 2 of 5 

250 responses have already been received.  There are many positive responses, but this will be 

important work in deciding and prioritizing park improvements.  Please share your opinions 

about the parks along with the amenities in the parks.   

 

The Census has been extended.  The United States is at a 66% response rate, Ohio at a 70% and 

Rocky River at 81.5%.  The Mayor would like this percentage to increase over the next month. 

 

The Great Greek Mediterranean Restaurant had their ribbon cutting today.  The Mayor said it has 

great food and is a great addition to the community.  They are located in the former Pizza Fire 

storefront.  Director Thomas was in attendance along with many members of the Chamber 

Commerce and leadership, including their Executive Director.  The Mayor is amazed at how 

many new businesses and restaurants have been welcomed during the Pandemic.  

 

The Mayor announced that Dave Jaratz, a retired employee of the Recreation Department, 

specifically the ice skating rink for 20-25 years, passed away.  The administration extends their 

sympathies to his family.   

 

 Mr. O’Donnell inquired if the new squad chassis will be purchased separately from the 

box or all as one.  The Mayor said it is one together.  Council will receive a lot of detail 

and Councilman Hunt, as Chair of Safety will receive a long memo from Chief Lenart 

regarding the detail of this squad.  Some of the equipment from the old squad will be 

removed and added to the new squad.  The squad is on the state term pricing and the city 

will compare the bid to this pricing. 

 

LAW DIRECTOR REPORT:  Councilman Furry asked Mr. Bemer if the Objections to 

Renewal of a Liquor Permit Letter received this week by Council is just a point of order.  Mr. 

Bemer stated that it comes annually and the city has until November 2nd to object to the 

continuation of any liquor license.   

 

 Mr. O’Donnell inquired if there was anyone on the city’s radar concerning this letter.  

The Mayor stated that the police review the licenses along with Director Thomas once a 

year.  If there are any concerns, the administration will raise those with Council. 

 

 Mr. Moran stated that this would be discussed further prior to the November 2nd deadline.  

Mr. Moran had discussed this with Director Thomas and financially everything is clear.  

He will talk to Chief Lichman regarding this letter.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: NONE 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL: NONE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 73-20     BY:  CHRISTOPHER J. KLYM 

 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE SAFETY-

SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH DRS ENTERPRISES 

FOR THE BRADSTREET’S LANDING WATERFRONT IMPROVEMENTS AT A 

COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,999,746.00 INCLUDING ALTERNATE 1, ALTERNATE 2 

ALONG WITH CONTINGENCY COSTS 

3rd READING 

 

Mr. Klym said this has been discussed at great length for the last couple of weeks.  Director 

Snyder sent a lengthy email with a number of attachments in regard to this project.  Mr. Klym 

forwarded that to Council for review of a detailed analysis, drawings, and bid tabulations not to 

exceed $2,999,000.  This includes the replacement of the pier and Alternate 1 bid of $131,000 

for stainless steel railings in place of galvanized steel and $1,600 for Alternate 2, which involves 

a medallion in the knuckle of the pier.  Also included is $275,000 for contingency costs needed 

because this is a project working in the lake and may run into things that were not anticipated or 

have not seen.  The engineers have not been in the water for a couple of years.  Council 

discussed DRS extensively regarding great questions from Mr. Furry and Mr. Snyder.  DRS is 

not usually the lead contractor on this type of project.  The administration and SmithGroup JJR 

have vetted DRS and the administration is confident with this project going forward.  Mr. Klym 

also stated that there would be an additional ordinance coming for a construction administrator at 

an additional 10-12%.  The city has $1.1 million dollars from the Casino budget, which leaves 

the city $1.9 million in costs including the contingency.  As it is now, part of the project will be 

paid for this year and the other part next year.  There is money in the Capital Budget specifically 

set aside for this from the .5% of income tax that is set aside by statute of law to be spent on 

Capital Projects. The timeline to finish will be next fall.  There is a possibility of receiving funds 

from State Capital Budget.  Mr. Klym stated that this project has many eyes on it and is 

something that he is asked about often from the community and outside the city.  This will be the 

first phase in revitalizing the entire park and meeting the strategic plan.  It is a lot of money but it 

is something this community is looking for and looking forward to it being completed.  Mr. 

Klym stated it is right to move forward with this project, at this time. 

 

 Mr. Shepherd feels this is the most exciting project he has seen being on Council. It is 

tangible, a step forward for the city and getting this first construction phase moving is 

very important.  He is glad it is beginning and he commends the administration for 

putting all this together.  The permitting process involved federal and state agencies and 

was complicated.  The city made it through that process and along with county money, he 

hopes the follow up stages continue so this park becomes a centerpiece for the 

community. 

 

 Mr. Hunt echoes Mr. Klym’s and Mr. Shepherd’s comments.  Mr. Hunt said it is the one 

question he has been asked more than any in the last year, most recently over the 

weekend from a Rocky River family and a family from Bay Village.  It is a wonderful 

project for the city as well as surrounding communities in Northeast Ohio.  Council has 
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spent a lot of time looking into this and going through the process.  As a user of the park, 

it needs to be done. The project needs to get underway and it will be a jewel for the city.  

Mr. Hunt is fully behind passage of this ordinance. 

 

 Mr. Furry is usually preaching fiscal prudence, but he also has been asked when 

Bradstreet will open.  He is in full support of this project. 

 

 Mr. Klym added this project will be completed by the end of next summer, assuming 

things go well.  There has been discussion with State Representative Greenspan and 

Senator Dolan about the statewide capital budget for next year.  Mr. Klym is hopeful that 

this is a project the state would see fit to put within their budget to help defer some of the 

costs.   

 

 Mr. Moran stated that this is a project that the city has been working on for two to three 

years.  This is Phase 1 of what will be a gem for the City of Rocky River and all of 

Cuyahoga County.  Councilmember Nan Baker and Representative Greenspan have been 

very supportive of the City of Rocky River.   

 

 The Mayor added that this afternoon she received a letter regarding Bradstreet’s Landing 

from a resident.  The Mayor was happy to call to let him know that Council was 

considering the passage of the construction contract this evening.  The Mayor also stated 

that the request is still in for state capital dollars for an additional $1.1 million.  The 

Mayor thanked everyone, especially the community for their patience.  The permitting 

process took some time but that process protects the most important natural resource we 

have, Lake Erie, and was worth the time spent.  Three million dollars is a lot of money 

but this pier was designed to celebrate the lake and its natural surroundings.  From the 

lighting, to the materials, to the planters, to the seating, a lot of thought went in to the 

experience people will have on this pier.  Tonight is a night many of us will not forget.  

Thank you so much for your patience, help, guidance and support as this project is 

traversed 

 

Mr. Klym moved for passage of Ordinance No. 73-20, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.   

Vote: Hunt – aye  Shepherd – aye O’Donnell – aye Furry – aye   

Morris – aye  Klym – aye  Moran – aye 

 7 ayes   0 abstain  0 nays    PASSED 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 74-20      BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD 

 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY 

SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH SPECIALIZED 

CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE 2020 CRACK & JOINT SEALING PROGRAM IN 

AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $50,000.00 INCLUDING CONTINGENCY COSTS 

2nd READING 

 

Mr. Shepherd will be asking for a rules suspension on this ordinance this evening.  Mr. Shepherd 

said that this is an annual crack-sealing program that was put out to bid.  The city received two 
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responses and received an extremely good price from Specialized Construction, Inc.  Their bid 

was half of the bid from what the other bid was and was two-thirds of what the engineer’s 

estimate was.  Specialized Construction has done this project the last few years and has done 

good work.  It is not a big contract.  $8,350 is contingency in case of additional areas uncovered.  

As mentioned last week, up to $14,078 in material costs could be covered by a maintenance 

grant from Cuyahoga County for work done on Hilliard, Spencer, Wagar and Wooster.   

 

Mr. Shepherd moved for a rules suspension on Ordinance No. 74-20, seconded by Mr. Furry. 

 

 Vote: Hunt – aye  Shepherd – aye O’Donnell – aye Furry – aye   

Morris – aye  Klym – aye  Moran – aye 

 7 ayes   0 abstain  0 nays    PASSED 

 

Mr. Shepherd then moved for passage of Ordinance No. 74-20, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell. 

Vote: Hunt – aye  Shepherd – aye O’Donnell – aye Furry – aye   

Morris – aye  Klym – aye  Moran – aye 

 7 ayes   0 abstain  0 nays    PASSED 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  Mr. O’Donnell stated that the last two ordinances on the 

docket were passed this evening.  As a point of order, there is nothing left on the agenda so 

should next Monday’s meeting be canceled.  Mr. Bemer and Mr. Snyder both concurred that 

there would not be any new legislation this week.  Mr. Moran said that next week’s City Council 

Meeting is canceled unless there is something important that needs to be discussed.  The next 

meeting will be held on Monday, October 12th.   

 

Mr. Snyder thanked Council for passage of Ordinance No. 73-20 and he is ready to get to work.  

The pre-construction meeting is scheduled for this Wednesday.   

 

The Mayor thanked Mr. Klym for doing a great job presenting the Bradstreet’s Landing 

legislation and walking everyone through it.  The Mayor appreciates Mr. Klym meeting with the 

administration and going through all the details.  Mr. Klym said that the administration had 

everything he needed, so it was very easy.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

 

 

 

___________________________                  _____________________________ 

James W. Moran    Susan G. Pease 

President of Council    Clerk of Council 


