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May 10, 2021

The Regular Legislative Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 7:05 p.m. via Zoom.  

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, 
				Mr. Furry, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran

Absent:  Mrs. Morris

Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Snyder

Law Director:  Mr. Bemer

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION:

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the Legislative Meeting of April 26th, the Special Meeting and the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting on May 3rd be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted.  
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye	O’Donnell – aye	
Furry – aye		Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	6 ayes						0 nays		PASSED

MAYOR’S REPORT:

The Mayor reported that yesterday’s weather of rain, snow and sleet identified issues with the roof on the Fire Department and the gymnasium at the Civic Center.  These issues are being addressed by Mr. Balla and repairs will commence soon.  There was also flooding in the Yacht Club Basin and Mr. Snyder and others are working on that.  The city will need to televise some of the sewers.  There was street flooding a few days prior and sewers were jetted and opened.  A more permanent fix will be installed with a retention system and a backflow preventer.  The outfall into the river currently is lower than the height of the river.  Between the jetting and this small sewer project, this issue in the Basin will be addressed within the next few weeks.  

This Sunday’s paper had an article about the Federal Community Priority Projects the Mayor discussed at last week’s Council Meeting.  The city submitted two with the Buckingham, Arundel and Argyle Sewer Project being included in the list of ten submitted by Congressman Gonzalez.  This is a very positive sign that this project will be funded.  The Mayor spoke with Congresswoman Kaptur’s Office and the Bradstreet’s Landing Project submitted was not selected because they put forward a County Lakefront Access Project that includes Lakewood and Rocky River.  These have not been finalized and the Mayor will keep Council informed. 

The Mayor announced that Recreation registration for summer programming has commenced today.  Pool passes will go on sale next week with an Early Bird Special.  

The Argus, the Marine Patrol Boat, is in the water and will be operational either on or before Memorial Day, which is an ODNR requirement.  The officers are currently going through training and refresher courses.  Officer in Charge Boncek is retiring and will be replaced by Detective Tracey Hill as the officer in charge of the Marine Patrol.  Several individuals have been trained and working on the boat.  The city has had conversations with the City of Bay Village regarding coverage of the lakefront.  The Mayor will keep Council informed.

The Mayor has been working closely with the Joint Veterans Council in preparation of the Memorial Day Ceremony.  There will be an in-person ceremony at Lakewood Park Cemetery at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 31st.  There will not be a parade, but the high school band and scout troops will be in attendance.  On May 29th, volunteers are needed to assist the Joint Veterans Council placing flags on the graves of veterans.  There are more than 3,900 flags needing to be placed.

The Police Station is moving along with windows, fixtures and furniture being installed.   Bradstreet’s Landing concrete is being poured, with both of these projects slated for completion mid-July.  The Police Station is waiting for materials that were ordered in November and still has not arrived.  The Station will open, but without jail cells until the building materials arrive and can be installed.

The Mayor shared COVID statistics from the Cuyahoga Board of Health.  As of today, 571,000 vaccines have been given in Cuyahoga County; 46% of the county population has been vaccinated.  The age cohorts are as follows:
· Individuals between the ages 50-59 – 60% have been vaccinated
· 60-64 – 70%
· 65-69 – 78%
· 70-74 - 82%
· 75-79 - 76½%
· over 80 – 72½% 

The City of Rocky River has 12 new cases; Bay Village 5; Fairview Park 8; North Olmsted 20 and Westlake 10.  

The Senior Center Art Show opens this Saturday with 108 pieces of art from 40 local artists on display.  Masks and social distancing will be required.  The Art Show will be on display for a month.

The Mayor announced that Carole Calladine, a much beloved former Director of the Senior Center, passed away suddenly yesterday morning after a short illness.  Carole had Senior Center friends, friends in the writing community, friends in the art community and friends in the social work community.  Wherever she went, she sustained many relationships.  The Mayor extended her sympathies to Carole’s family.  

· Mr. Moran added that Carole was always a welcoming person to everyone in Rocky River and extends his sympathies to Carole’s family and friends.

LAW DEPARTMENT: Law Director Bemer announced that Ordinance No. 23-21 will be withdrawn.  The application for rezoning has been reconsidered during a meeting with Radiant Bride Representatives, Bill Bishop and Kate Straub last week. There is another way to do this while maintaining the current zoning districts of both the R-1 and LB but still consolidating the lots and using the R-1 exclusively for parking as a means of extraditing the process without rezoning. The Mayor added that this would still allow resident participation of all impacted residents.  

Mr. Bemer discussed the recent Liquor License Request that City Council received for the Sunoco Station property at the corner of Wagar and Center Ridge Road.  The applicant is in the middle of litigation with the property owner.  It is a civil case that was filed in October and it continues to pend.  An extension will be requested from the Ohio Division of Liquor Control regarding this permit.  Mr. Bemer will contact the attorney again regarding this request to make sure he is addressing this issue and that he is getting in touch with the Liquor Control Board to let them know that there is no legal basis for the transfer to occur at this point in time. 

· Mr. Furry asked if it will be conditional use regarding the Radiant Bride.  Mr. Bemer concurred that it will be for a conditional use specifically for a restricted parking area for the Radiant Bride.  Mr. Bemer added that there may be a variance request also on a setback.  

Mr. Moran asked about the proposed ordinances regarding compensation for elected positions of the city, as these need to be approved by June 15th.  Mr. Bemer will review his emails and add these ordinances to the agenda.   There may need to be a Special Meeting to meet the June 15th deadline.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: NONE

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO. 23-21 					BY: CHRISTINA MORRIS
AN ORDINANCE TO CHANGE THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS AUDITOR’S PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 301-22-054, FROM ITS PRESENT CLASSIFICATION OF R-1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO LB LOCAL BUSINESS, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
REFERRED TO PLANNING COMMISSION

Mr. Moran stated that Mr. Bemer discussed this ordinance in the Law Director report above regarding a rezoning.  This will be discussed further at next week’s meeting but will probably be withdrawn from the agenda.  

ORDINANCE NO. 26-21					BY: CHRISTINA MORRIS
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUILDING CODE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 1321, ENTITLED PERMIT, INSPECTION AND LICENSE FEES, AS FURTHER
DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A” 
2nd READING

Mr. Moran said this ordinance amends some of the Building Codes and fees.  Some of the language on Exhibit A was clarified by Mr. Reich and Mr. Bemer per Mr. Furry’s request.  This will be discussed further at next week’s meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 29-21						BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A TWO (2) YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT FOR CONCESSION SERVICES WITH TASTEFUL SENSATIONS, LLC FOR THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER RECREATION
DEPARTMENT AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
3rd READING

Mr. Shepherd stated that this ordinance was not on the consent agenda because of the possibility of amending the contract with slight changes.  After further consideration and discussion, this contract sufficiently protects the city and it is in the best interest to proceed with the contract as drafted.  This ordinance will outsource the concession operations to Tasteful Sensations, LLC. This covers concessions for the outdoor pool, ice rink, Elmwood Park and the Civic Center.  With this company, the city is guaranteed $8,100 for two years and the other bid wanted a percentage of sales and the city would generate far less revenue from that contract.  This vendor will hire locally and try to hire Rocky River students.  This vendor operates facilities at the Cleveland Heights Recreation and Mayfield Heights Recreation. Mr. Shepherd moved for passage of Ordinance No. 29-21, seconded by Mr. Furry and Mr. O’Donnell.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye	O’Donnell – aye	
Furry – aye		Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	6 ayes						0 nays		PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 32-21					BY: CHRISTOPHER J. KLYM
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A REPLACEMENT INDOOR TRACK SURFACE FOR THE ROCKY RIVER CIVIC CENTER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $75,760.00 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
2nd READING

Mr. Klym spoke with Mr. Holub regarding the questions brought up last week. Mr. Holub indicated that this track’s life is about 20 years and agrees that it does not show a tremendous amount of wear but it has lost a good amount of the texture and the rigidity of the track changes over time. If there were holes in the track, it would already be a safety issue. The Kent State University track is similar in age and material and is also in the process of replacing their track.  This material would not be the best material for the steps leading up to the track to protect patrons from slipping. In the contract, there is mention of particular work not being done by the contractor, but that is listed to protect the contractor.  This contractor is doing all the work.  The product being used is a Mondo Product and is the “Cadillac” of this type of material.

NEW BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO. 33-21					BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH FABRIZI TRUCKING AND PAVING COMPANY, INC., FOR PHASE ONE OF THE 2020 ROCKY RIVER SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT FOR MOREWOOD PARKWAY STORM SEWER, SANITARY SEWER, WATER MAIN AND PAVEMENT REPLACEMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $4,092,957.48 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
1st READING

Mr. Shepherd said this is the anticipated sewer project for Morewood Parkway.  The city received five responsive bids on this with Fabrizi being the low bid by $770,000 and substantially below the engineer’s estimate by $500,000.  Fabrizi has done work for Rocky River, Medina, Bedford and Newburg Heights and references were favorable.  There are no unresolved findings in the State Auditor’s Data Base.  The contract amount contains a contingency of $500,000 and of that amount, the city anticipates under a arrangement with  Cleveland Water that they will pay for $678,542 and additionally $3,414,000 will be paid by the Ohio Public Works Loan.  This loan will not be in repayment mode until the completion of the improvements on Culver and Oak.  This will have three full reads.  

· Mr. Klym asked where this project is exactly.  Mr. Snyder said it goes from Wagar to the railroad tracks just north of Beechwood.  The Mayor added that Lake Road south to the T-track was completed earlier.  Mr. Snyder also said that there is a Cleveland Water Award being worked on for water main replacement on Erie.

· Mr. Moran asked if visual scoping is completed during these types of projects.  Mr. Snyder said that Phase 1 is water main replacement; Phase II is complete replacement of the sewers and Phase III is pavement resurfacing.  They will check all the way to the T’s and in general, the T’s will be replaced as part of this project.  

CONSENT AGENDA:

ORDINANCE NO. 15-21 						BY: DAVID W. FURRY
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO
A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER AND HAZEN AND
SAWYER FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SANITARY ENGINEERING
SERVICES FOR CEPT AND FINAL CLARIFIER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FOR
THE ROCKY RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IN AN AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED $2,903,559.00 INCLUDING, AS AUTHORIZED, TASK 400 –
CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN
EXHIBIT “A”
3rd READING

Mr. Furry stated that this ordinance needs to be read in tandem with Resolution No. 24-21.  This is for soft costs for the CEPT and final clarifier project at the WWTP. This is not enhancing capacity but converting the Excessive Flow Clarifiers to CEPT’s. The WWTP use to be able to treat 128 million a day at approximately 35%; after conversion, 100% of capacity will be chemically treated.  This is an expensive item as this is for soft costs only, but it needs to be completed. 

ORDINANCE NO. 20-21					BY: CHRISTOPHER J. KLYM
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 953.02 ENTITLED FEES, PERTAINING TO ROCKY RIVER MUNICIPAL ICE SKATING RINK, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A” 
3rd READING

Mr. Klym said Mr. Holub provided information to Council regarding this ordinance and the changes were approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission as well.  Most of the fees are minimal increases with a range of fees to be used to better accommodate different events.  Hockey fees were increased by $75.00 for residents and $125.00 for non-residents.  These increases keep the City of Rocky River at the lowest cost for these types of programs.

ORDINANCE NO. 21-21					BY: JOHN B. SHEPHERD
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH SPECIALIZED CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE 2021 CRACK & JOINT SEALING PROGRAM IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $109,500.00 AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
3rd READING

Mr. Shepherd said this is the annual crack and joint ordinance.  Eighteen streets were identified based on condition, age and grant funding.  As many of these streets will be sealed as possible until the product runs out.  Specialized was the low bidder and has done this work for the city for several years. 

RESOLUTION NO. 24-21						BY: DAVID W. FURRY
AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER APPLY FOR, ACCEPT, AND ENTER INTO A WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN FUND (WPCLF) LOAN AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT FOR PLANNING AND DESIGN OF THE CEPT AND FINAL CLARIFIER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT: AND DESIGNATING A

DEDICATED REPAYMENT SOURCE FOR THE LOAN 
3rd READING

This resolution dovetails with Ordinance 15-21 and is the reason why Ordinance No. 15-21 was on hold.  This authorizes the City to apply for, accept and enter into a water pollution control loan fund on behalf of the WWTP for planning and design of the CEPT and final clarifier improvements. Per the EPA, the City of Rocky River is the “master” even though the WWTP is a regional cooperation between the four cities. This is why the City is applying for the low or no interest loan, and the WWTP is the repayment source. The management committee unanimously approved application at their meeting on April 13th, 2021. Repayment will be either from the WWTP utility fund or the capital fund.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-21					BY: CHRISTOPHER J. KLYM 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE TO PURCHASE PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR THE ROCKY RIVER PARK FROM GAMETIME AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $144,298.01, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
3rd READING

Mr. Klym said this was discussed many times and discussed with Mr. Holub.  This is for the replacement of the playground structure at Rocky River Park. The current structure is over 20 years old and it has reached the end of its useful life. This will increase the footprint of it and include a playground structure that has an overall design to mimic a ship, which is appropriate for this park.  It will provide a zero entry turning merry go round and will be wheel chair accessible.  This came in at $100,000 below what was in the budget. 

ORDINANCE NO. 28-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE ONE (1) 2019 FORD TRANSIT MOBILITY VAN FOR THE SENIOR CENTER UNDER THE STATE COOPERATIVE PURCHASING ACT
FROM VALLEY FORD TRUCK, INC., AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $39,415.00, AS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
3rd READING

Mr. Moran said this has been discussed for several weeks.  Although the van has 1200 miles and is purchased under the State Cooperative Purchasing Act, the city looks forward to having this van in replacement of three vehicles with a combined 400,000 miles on them. The Impalas have 126,000 and 124,000 miles and the Uplander has 123,000 and totaled a trade-in value of $10,000. This van includes a step, a COVID screen and two additional seats. 

ORDINANCE NO. 30-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH LOGICALIS, INC. FOR THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER POLICE STATION NETWORK UPGRADE
PROJECT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $63,161.63, AS FURTHER 

DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
3rd READING

Mr. Moran thanked Mr. Grau for the explanation to him and other Council members regarding this ordinance.  This ordinance authorizes the Safety Service Director to enter into a contract with Logicalis, Inc. for the Police Station Network Upgrade Project. The bid came in at $63,161.63 and beat the other two bids of $77,222 and $76,000.  This bid includes part of the installation, information and warranty for the Police Station network upgrade.  

ORDINANCE NO. 31-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE A MUNICIPAL PHONE SYSTEM FROM LOGICALIS, INC. AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $145,400.67, AS FURTHER
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
3rd READING

Mr. Moran said that this ordinance for Logicalis, Inc. for a municipal phone system for $145,400.67. This was the best bid out of two certified bids with the third bid being incomplete. The warranty for the current equipment expired in February 2021 and technical support ends in October 2021. 

Mr. Moran moved to approve the Consent Agenda for Ordinance Nos. 15-21, 20-21, 21-21, 25-21, 28-21, 30-21, 31-21 and Resolution No. 24-21, seconded by Mr. Furry.
Vote:	Hunt – aye		Shepherd – aye	O’Donnell – aye	
Furry – aye		Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	6 ayes						0 nays				PASSED

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: Mr. Moran wished Mr. Hunt, Mr. Klym and Mayor Bobst a Happy Birthday at the end of April and beginning of May.  Happy Birthday to Mr. Snyder today.

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

President Moran thanked everyone for attending.  The next meeting will be held on May 17th at 7:00 p.m. via zoom.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.



___________________                  	_____________________________
James W. Moran				Susan G. Pease
President of Council				Clerk of Council
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