[bookmark: _GoBack]   CITY OF ROCKY RIVER

June 14, 2021

The Regular Legislative Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry, 
				Mrs. Morris, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran

Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mr. Thomas

Law Director:  Mr. Bemer

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION:

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. Furry, that the reading of the minutes of the Legislative Meeting of May 24th, the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting and the Special Meeting of June 7th be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted.  
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	7 ayes			 			0 nays			PASSED

MAYOR’S REPORT:

The Mayor reported that Director Snyder received word that the Ohio Public Works is awarding funds to the City of Rocky River for the rehabilitation of the Spencer Road Sewer Project in the amount of $524,000.  The total project cost is $1.7 million so this is about 30% and is a zero interest loan.  The County is picking up a percentage of the materials for this project and Cleveland Water will be evaluating the waterline, which has been submitted in the past, but now that it is being done with another project, it may score higher.  

The Mayor also said that the city was awarded a TLCI Implementation Grant totaling $98,000 for Beachcliff, Yacht Club and Marginal Roads and the Pedestrian Improvement Project.  

Last Friday, paving bids were opened. $1.4 million was budgeted for all the paving projects, the engineer’s estimate was $1 million and the apparent low bidder came in at $808,000.  Crossroads appears to be the low bidder and the City of Rocky River has worked with Crossroads extensively on other projects.  This may be in Council’s packet Friday.  

The Mayor announced that the City of Rocky River is moving ahead with replacing the front sign at City Hall.  It will have Rocky River across the top and matches City Hall and the Police Station’s lettering.  

The Police Station is still on target for a mid-July move in date.  If Council would like to take a tour, let the Mayor know.  

· Mr. Furry asked if additional streets will be paved since the bid is under budget.  The Mayor said that is always a possibility.  The city will check where waterline work is and if paving will need to be completed.  It will be looked at.

· Mr. Furry asked if the new sign in front of City Hall will be an electronic sign.  The Mayor said no because the messaging on that sign is difficult to read.  The only lane that can read it safely is the southbound lane north of Hilliard on Wagar.  The flags will still be attachable on the new sign.  It is a very simple sign with brick and stone along with lettering that will match City Hall and the Police Station.  It will have new landscaping along with some up lighting.  

· Mr. Moran asked if street work will be completed along with the Spencer Road Project.  The Mayor said yes along with some full depth repairs, curbing and aprons.  

LAW DEPARTMENT: Law Director Bemer spoke with Chief Lichman regarding the questions Councilman Hunt brought up regarding the term of the agreement with ODNR in Ordinance No. 39-21.   Tracey Hill is the new representative from the police department and is on vacation until tomorrow, so Mr. Bemer has not been able to discuss this with him before tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Bemer stated that it looks like paragraph 10 is a cut and paste of several agreements that does not make any sense whatsoever.  There is also a reference to Article 35, which does not make sense either.  Mr. Bemer feels it is hard to encourage Council to go forward with this agreement at this point.  There are substantive issues that need clarified, especially if the $30,000 is available for both years.  The City of Rocky River has received an extension until July 2nd.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Parks. Recreation and Health:  Mr. Klym stated that the Parks and Recreation Commission met last Thursday and the main focus was the Director’s Report.  The pool and vendors are up and running.  The Commission also approved the use of classpass.com, an app that can be used on phones to alert residents/members of excess room in fitness classes.  This is at no cost to the city and can be canceled at any time.  This could be used by anyone, especially people who are traveling who could come to the Recreation Center to join a class.  

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO. 34-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF COUNCILMEMBERS OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER FOR THE YEARS COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023
3rd READING

Mr. Moran stated that this ordinance is the compensation for the position of a Councilmember.  The last increase was in 2020 and this compensation will be held at the same level of $12,500 for the years commencing January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2023.  Mr. Moran moved for passage of Ordinance No. 34-21, seconded by Mr. Furry and Mr. O’Donnell.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	7 ayes			 			0 nays			PASSED


ORDINANCE NO. 35-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER FOR THE YEARS COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023
3rd READING

Mr. Moran stated that this ordinance is the compensation for the position of President of Council. This is an appointed position after the election.  The last increase was in 2020 to the amount of $14,000 and this compensation will be held at this same level commencing January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2023.  Mr. Moran moved for passage of Ordinance No. 35-21, seconded by Mr. Furry and Mr. O’Donnell.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	7 ayes			 			0 nays			PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 36-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER FOR THE YEARS COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023
3rd READING

Mr. Moran stated that the compensation for the position of Mayor will be $114,000.  This increases from $104,500 to $114,000 which is approximately $1,000 more than the positions that report to the position of Mayor.  This will be for the term of January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2023.  This is about a 10% increase over the current position.  

· Mr. Shepherd stated that the Law Director as a resident, made some statements at the last meeting that brought issues to Mr. Shepherd’s radar and he thinks that over the next contract cycle, Council should get an earlier jump on these issues and take a good look at it.  It is too late in the game as this is the third read, but he appreciates what Mr. Bemer brought to Council’s attention.

· Mr. Moran agreed that Mr. Bemer presented issues that should be addressed for the next contract cycle.  

· Mr. Klym said that the other issue is amending the word employee to a full-time city official.

· Mr. Shepherd said that per Director Thomas, the insurance coverage uses the word employee.  Mr. Shepherd feels you can still be elected and considered an employee.  

· Mr. Bemer stated that there is exclusion for an elected official is not an employee, and if issues come up with other outside entitlements, then the public official would not get those entitlements.  Other than the use of a city car, the Mayor currently only has health insurance. It clearly would cause exclusion, if there were any other benefits.

· Mr. Shepherd asked if would affect health insurance coverage the way the ordinance is written.

· Mr. Bemer suggested that Section 2 should be amended to read that the Mayor is considered a full time city employee for health insurance purposes only.

· Mr. Moran reiterated that Section 2 should read that the Mayor is considered a full time city employee for the purpose of eligibility for health benefits only.

Mr. Moran moved to amend Ordinance No. 36-21 by the statement he just made in Section 2, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – nay		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	6 ayes			 			1 nay			PASSED

AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 36-21					BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER FOR THE YEARS COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023
3rd READING

Mr. Moran moved for passage of Amended Ordinance No. 36-21, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	7 ayes			 			0 nay			PASSED

ORDINANCE NO. 37-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF LAW FOR THE YEARS COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023
3rd READING

Mr. Moran said there has been much discussion around this.  Council had the opportunity to review the position of Law Director and the initial ordinance had the salary at $62,000.  After discussion, the amount of $67,500 was agreed upon.  Mr. Moran moved to amend Ordinance No. 37-21 with the new salary of $67,500, seconded by Mr. Furry.  

· Mr. Klym suggested last week that the salary be increased to $75,000, as he believes the City of Rocky River should be at the average of other communities in the area.  Council looks to other communities when determining police and fire salaries and the Rocky River Law Director salary is below other communities other than Fairview Park.  Mr. Klym will vote to approve the ordinance but he has not heard any reasoning that the Law Director for Rocky River should be paid less than any other communities.  He feels it should at least be $72,000 based on the numbers from Director Greco.  

· Mr. Moran stated that he is not sure of all the statistics involved in the salaries of other Law Directors.  Mr. Moran feels the $67,500 is in between all the numbers of other communities.  All of Council had feedback on this amount.  It is a good increase.

· Mr. Klym stated that the difference of the Law Director’s and the Mayor’s salary is that the Mayor’s salary was substantially bumped last contract or the contract before.  Rocky River should be trying to catch up for the Law Director’s salary.

· Mr. Shepherd said he appreciates Mr. Bemer speaking as a resident.  The Practice of Law has become more technical and difficult in all areas including Municipal Law.  Council should begin earlier in looking at the position of Law Director for the next contract.  In Mr. Shepherd’s eyes, material changes need to be on the first read.  Council cannot change on the third read as it has not given the public a fair chance of looking at the ordinance.  This is a little bit of an adjustment but should be looked at over the next term.

· Mr. Hunt agrees with Councilman Shepherd that it deserves a robust discussion by whoever is sitting as Council for the next term.  Mr. Hunt feels that to just look at salary comparisons from other communities is a disservice as a lot more goes into it than just what a particular law director makes.  Mr. Bemer talked about how he established the office here at City Hall, which is commendable.  He agrees that the compensation should be increased and is comfortable with the $67,500, but it should be looked at for the next term.

· Mr. O’Donnell looked at the numbers differently.  Westlake is a different animal with Crocker Park and the work that entails.  North Olmsted, Fairview Park and Rocky River are very close and the one that stands out is Bay Village as unusually high. Mr. O’Donnell feels the increase to $67,500 puts the City of Rocky River more in line with the WestShore communities and he feels this is a substantial increase that could be adjusted again next term. 

· Mr. Furry agrees that the salary needed a bump but he is not in favor of making changes on the third read.
 
Vote:  Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		    Morris – nay	 	Klym – nay		Moran – aye
    5 ayes			 		2 nays			PASSED

AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 37-21					BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF LAW FOR THE YEARS COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023
3rd READING

Mr. Moran moved for passage of Amended Ordinance No. 37-21, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	7 ayes			 			0 nay			PASSED

RESOLUTION NO. 38-21					BY: ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THAT ROCKY RIVER CITY COUNCIL SHALL RECESS DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST IN 2021
3rd READING

Mr. Moran stated that this resolution has always established an August recess for Council.  This resolution will provide no City Council meetings for the month of August.  Mr. Moran moved for passage of Resolution No. 38-21, seconded by Mr. Furry.
Vote:	Hunt – aye 		Shepherd – aye		O’Donnell – aye	Furry – aye		Morris – aye	 	Klym – aye		Moran – aye
	7 ayes			 			0 nay			PASSED


ORDINANCE NO. 39-21					BY: THOMAS J. HUNT
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF OHIO TO ACCEPT A GRANT UP TO $30,000.00 FOR THE OPERATION OF THE MARINE PATROL
FOR THE YEAR 2021, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
ON HOLD

Mr. Hunt thanked the Law Director for delving into the questions he had last week about the ODNR contract for the Marine Patrol.  As the Mayor alluded, there is an extension until July 2nd to have this approved appropriately and for the city’s benefit to receive these funds and the two-year term question.  This is unusual and this is probably a cut and paste error.  This will be held for a third read until Law Director Bemer can get answers regarding the contract.  

ORDINANCE NO. 40-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE AND INSTALL ONE (1) EMERGENCY GENERATOR FOR THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER CIVIC CENTER, AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $216,919.00, AS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
2nd READING

The proposed fee by Zenith was lower than the other bids and they are the current supplier of work being done at the new police station. The cost of the generator will be paid from the balance of the NOPEC grants that the City has received over the past three years.  If anything does happen within the city, both the Civic Center and Memorial Hall will be covered by this generator.

NEW BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO. 41-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE TO PURCHASE ONE (1) 2022 FORD F-550 LIFT TRUCK FOR THE TRAFFIC DIVISION UNDER THE OHIO COOPERATIVE PURCHASING ACT FROM VALLEY FORD TRUCK, INC., AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $151,860.00, AS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”
1st READING

This is for the purchase of a 2022 Ford F-550 chassis with lift body from Valley Ford Truck as part of the Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Act for an amount not to exceed $151,860.  This truck will replace the 1997 Ford truck that the city cannot trade in as it is rusted out and needs to be replaced.  

ORDINANCE NO. 42-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE RECLAMITE LIQUID ASPHALT PAVEMENT PRESERVATION UNDER THE ODOT COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM FROM PAVEMENT TECHNOLOGY, INC., AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $49,932.61, AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 1st READING

This is a product that has been used by other communities in the WestShore.  This is pavement technology that will extend the life of the pavement and is a new practice for pavement preservation. This will be a small portion so the city can see how it works out.  This will be discussed further next week.


ORDINANCE NO. 43-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RMH CONCRETE & FOUNDATIONS, INC. TO COMPLETE SITE WORK FOR ELLE’S ENCHANTED PLAYGROUND FOR THE CITY OF ROCKY RIVER, AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $50,009.20, AS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
1st READING

RMH Concrete and Foundations, Inc. will complete the site work and install concrete curbs for Elle’s Enchanted Playground in an amount not to exceed $50,009.20.  The bid is less than the engineer’s estimate of $66,000.  Mr. Klym said that the new accessible equipment will be spread out across the playground and will be accessible to whoever may be looking to use it.  The playground equipment is in storage and this pad is necessary in order to make it more accessible for wheelchairs.  It is a pour in place material that needs curbs and engineering.  This is a wonderful beginning for this project. This will be discussed further at next week’s meeting.  

ORDINANCE NO. 44-21						BY: JAMES W. MORAN
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE TO PURCHASE ONE (1) 2022 FORD F-550 DUMP TRUCK WITH PLOW PACKAGE FOR THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT UNDER THE OHIO COOPERATIVE PURCHASING ACT FROM VALLEY FORD TRUCK, INC., AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $76,785.00, AS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
1st READING

Mr. Moran stated that this truck will be replacing a truck that has over 88,000 miles on it.  The back end of this truck is loose and loud and is also rusted out and gets a lot of use.  The new truck has a plowing capability and will get a lot of use.  This vehicle will have a stainless steel bed for the back of the truck, which will help with the rust.

· Mr. Furry asked about the lengthy build-out of the trucks in this ordinance and Ordinance No. 41-21 and will there be chips available when it takes delivery.  Mr. Moran said the city is looking at a 30-month delivery time.  The automotive industry is having difficulty with chips that are halting the manufacturing of many vehicles.  

· Mrs. Morris asked how old the truck is that this will replace.  Mr. Moran said it is a 2007 truck and he will send pictures to Council detailing what bad shape it is in.  

· The Mayor added that the new truck is a 2022, thus the 30-week lead-time.

ORDINANCE NO. 45-21					BY: MICHAEL P. O’DONNELL
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $9,900,000 OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY AND TO RETIRE OUTSTANDING BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES ISSUED TO PAY THE COSTS OF CONSTRUCTING, EQUIPPING, FURNISHING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING A NEW POLICE FACILITY, TOGETHER WITH ALL NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO 
1st READING

Mr. O’Donnell stated that this ordinance relates to the bond financing for the Police Department.  These are 30-year bonds of $9,900,000 at 4%.  Mr. O’Donnell asked Council to please review this ordinance.  He has not had a chance to discuss this with Director Thomas but intends to do that this week and will discuss this further at next week’s meeting.  This includes retired debt for the fire truck that was received through court proceeds to pay for that.  

· Mr. Furry said it says not to exceed 4%, if the city locked it in today what would it be.  Director Thomas said it will be about 1.5%; the 4% is put in for a ceiling.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENT: Brother Steven Gerard, 1109 West 8th Street, Lorain, OH: Brother Steven Gerard passed out a Bible bookmark that says Historic Citizen Overlay Life Peace Zone and read to Council the prayer on the bookmark.  Brother Steven read a portion of Psalm 139 and encourages Council to read the rest of Psalm 139 at home.  The City of Lorain is moving into a new direction and will position itself to deliberate on the new Historic Citizen Overlay Personhood Life Peace Zone for a new Charter vote this November.  He travels the country to meet City Councils. The City of Rocky River is positioned to move in this new direction, as Rocky River is a Charter City.  He hopes to continue interacting with City Council. 

President Moran thanked everyone for attending.  The next meeting will be Monday, June 21st in Council Chambers.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
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